“AS OTHERS SEE US”

By Mr. Recorder Weir, D.C.L.

With Hiustrations by Wiltid 5. Barnce

Oh wad some power Lhe gifile gic us
To see owreels as others see us!
—fenbere Buind,
T 15 not likely that the Scottish bard
had golfing folk particubar!

s in mind

whem he penned this immortal coup-
Tot, but if i3 cerfain that ne maxim can
be cited that move admivably expresses
both the need and the proper aspira

of every ardent golfer. For many a dil

gent player thinks he lmews what he is

doing upon the Iinks, and how he is doing
it, when, ns a matter of fact, his mental
conception differs vastly from his actual
style. He is perhaps undeceived for the

moment when some eeaching “pro™ or
friendly preceptor imitates his swing or
stanee with a view 1o illusirating his
cipital errors of form; but even then he
canmot avoid a Jurking suspicion that his
actual siyle 1 being most grolesquely

exaggerated by his

well - meaning  in-
But if
he could only see

structors.
himself as  othors
see him, especially

those  whose
\ pacity for defeet-
ing good and bad
form ig sound, how

ca-

ey

Ko, 1.

mmeh move rapid would his progress be in
the difficult art of golf!

citation from the poet:

To continue the

It would from man, free us,
And foolish notion.

For instanee, it is not uncommen after

i error

the first two er three seasons of indps-

trions golf to trace a grievous by

in one's full strokes o over-sw

Familiarity with the clubs begets, alas!
contempt of eareful swinging. This, to-
gether with an inerease in power and
usually a somewhat yelaxed left arm, in-
duces o very full draw-back with the very
fine name of a St Andrews swing,

ponied by oceasional snceess In distance,
but also by far teo common foundering,
topping, and general foosling. It fre-
quently takes a player a long time to dis-
vover, and when he does make the dis-

with
golfing  qe-

This
a
No.
quitement. Very

Fo
ha-
=
few plavers, compavatively, ean tell ae-

r it s
surprise, that
elub been
bitua
very
the
the

oo

has

1y dipping
much  below
borizontal  at
top  of  his
swing. Bhortening
this, he at once be-
gins 1o
and sets back 1o
better form. I
sense of swing, hy-

immrove,

the-way, iz a very

Tars s

eurately by mere sense of swing how far

beele the club is being teken. Let the

experiment be made, and in the majn
of trials it will e found that mest play-
ers’ gense of g half or a three-qua
EWINE T

sults respeeti in mueh preat-

or ures, The present tendeney, it may be

remarlked. seems to be quite in favor of
o very moderate draw-back,
ed follow-through.

Another error aften discernible by ath-

ith unlimit-

ers, but of which the individual golfer is

.
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too often uneonseious, is in the incorrect
soling of the club. Many a player has
heen surprised to learn that he has been

habitually resting his driver, cleek, or
even his putter, on the heel, with the toe
more or less encked up. Correcting this
fault by elightly raising the hands or by
ball, a
ed, with

standing a trifle closer to the
eleaner and truer imp

act 15 seen

more accurate results, and the soled heel
i reserved for seientifie slicing or a quick
loft.

Asgain, let us take the case of Captain
MeCleek of Bunkerville, who secretly
prides himself upon his swing from the
tee, and unguarded moments has
even been lmown to hint to friends his
opinion that, on the whole, it
I5, unless he is very much

in

mistaken, just about perfect.
But the worthy captain is
quite unaware of that very
deecided lreak, pause, or hitch
at the very top of his swing,
an obyious fo others, and rob-
bing him of who shall say how
many yards, And yet the
captain as a sound theorist
hag often been heard to pro-
claim the essential value of o
smooth, uninterrupted swing.
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% Otherwise,” we have heard him say,
“why mot, if ever
baclward and forward movement is not

the smooth and
important, put your club in position at
the top of your swing at onee, without
waggle or draw-hack at all ' A pity it is
that the captain does not yet see himself
as others do, that so he might profit by

his undoubtedly excellent theory.

Qur friend Major O'Mashie of the
game club 4
at approach
He has never been able, how-

is handieapped at only
below serateh, being deadly
and putt.
ever, to get beyond the 150 mark in his

drive. 1

Sineere friends and the “pro”
have time and again admonished him
that as he draws back his driver almest

if not guite as quickly as h

2
delivers it his swings lack con-
centrated power. Indeed, the
major could drive quite as
good ball with his backward
swing; and yet he remains ob-
stinately convinced that his
draw-back is delibervation it-
gelf. Equally with the eap-
tain, the major f tn
himself as others

Now various remedies have
been suggested for the cor-
rection of these and other

ails see

0.
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No, 10,
have done. We trust the
reader quite follows us No.

here.

No. 1, then, unless we are much mis-
taken, represents the charaeteristic top of
the swing of a former amateur ehampion
of the United States, and twice runner-

up for the same event; while Nos. 2 and

3, to our view, also indiente a {twiee) for-
mer champion in the amateur ranks at
the beginning and at the end vespectively
of an effective ivon stroke in a bunker of
sand. Nos 4 and 5 ave not intended to

represent departed shades, bat the ath-

letie figure of the Amateur champion of

Great  Britain
a he might be seen
if, to adopt the

\ Rew. Byduney

Smith’s  mef, le
WETE  uUpon  oetd-
sion, say im some
torrid  seasen, to
take off his flesh
and play in his
bones.  Tntil a bet-
ter guess be haz-
L

arded we take No.
# to represent ong
of the great
triumvirs of last
zolf in

senson’s
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is; while Nos

Great Britain at the top
11 of his drive, and a re-
markably effective stance it

T and 8 ghow the tial

lines in the figure of another of the trivm-

virs referred to, one who has also recent-

Iy budded inte authorship by publi

ious valuable TTints and Tmpressions.

The

teurs iu polfic achievement,

of ama-

craining pictures ave all
We have
little doubt but that the admirable con-
tortions 1o which the letters A, G. L. ave
added indicate the finishe

swing of a

player who learned his game in England,

but was onee known in America as one
of the Big Four. No. 10 shows A, G. L.'s

attitude after a successful iron stroke.

Nor are we without specimens, in this

ghostly looking gal-

lery, of what may

be termed the e
legiate style, in the
other por
coneerning

the gentle golfer

is invited te sy
Tate for himself.
But very im-

portant abserva-

tion must not be
omitted in conclu- \?
4

sion.  The lines No. 14,
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of the poct Burns which we bave citod
are ouly applicable to humbler players of
the game—thoze with a modicum of tal-
ent, which, however, they sre desirous
casing,  For it s mest probable
that the originals of these sketches, so

of iner

THE UNDER-SPIN

ATHER a curieus phencioeuon in
R convection with the dynamics of
a golf-ball's flight is to be sgen by

any one who stands on the top of the
cliff at that hole at Biarritz where the
men play up—or fail to play up—from
the  Chambre

the lower ground of
d*Amour to the higher levels of most of
the green.

As a rule, the hole may be comfort-
ably reached by a good player with a full
shot with the Iefting-mashie or lofting-
iren, but many arve the elubs and many
are the manners with which men attac
The height is said

thiz monstrons kopje.
10 be ahout sixty feet.
that you huyve to get up, it looks a deal
* iz no half-way house; you

Like most heights

nire. Tl
must be either up, ov, failing that, the
ball strikes the cliff-side end comes
tumbling down to the Loltem again. It

iv

is a pleasant amusement, and instru
in the nature of man, to =it on the cliff-
Lend of & warm day surveying the gen-
crally fine view, and smore part
o send

16 efforts of
a bit of gutta-pereha sixty feet in the

the humaniny
air.

But it
thig effort that is dynamically intevesting.
That intercet beging as soon as a well-
hit ball, well-pitched an the green, comes
The ball will have

is not the emaotion raised by

te pround. n of
necessity high-teed, and, of necessity no
less, Lit with a lofted club. But, grant-
ed all this, the amount of baclespin that

the ball will be zeen to have, hy its bo-

ER-SPIN ON A GOLF-BALL

their polfing  skill, would

e the proyerbial bution, g,

cxeellent iz

or farthing to sce themselves a-goliing as
They have happily out-
grown the need and the praper aspiration

“others ™ do.

of the ordinary golfer.

ON A GOLF-BALL

havior the moment it touches the ground,
is guite marvellous, guite unezpected,
quite different in degree from anything

that the speetator is likely to have seen

liefore, giving him quite new lights on
the behavior of the ordinary flying solf-
Lall.

Often it happens that the ball on touch-
ing the gronnd will ron sight backwards
for a yard or twe—like a Dbillinrd-ball
with under-spin in it after touching an-

other. New in the ordinary way we do
sen balls heavily ent so that they will fall,
@ ta Mr, Alfred Lyttelton, like a * paach-

ed egg” ou the gieen. Dut never, un-

der ordinavy eircumstances, do we see
& ball showing anythine like the ammun:
of cut that is shown te be on the balls
by their behavior when they pitch at i

so much higher level than that whence
they were strack.

From this there is surely to be diawn
the inference that, not only in this case,
Lint in all esses alike, a ball {8 rotating
on its own axis much faster when it is
high in the air than when it is fallen
again to the level from which it started.

Very likely this is only a troism—a

that “every school-boy
know. But it is a fact
auuch of a nevelty to many who had the

rather unigque opportunity of observing

Tact ought te

that enme as &0

Jus aomforma-

it that is given by tho cur
tion of a pavt of the Biamitz course, that
golfer ® at least evidently does
it—Horaee G, Hurcmmss
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