
GOLFERS IN ACTION
By Mr. Recorder Weir, D. C. L.

XIII.- MR. LOUIS N. JAMES

T I 10S F, who play the gam e of golt
are probably just as prone to gos-
sip as the 1aries of ether sports.

lirleed, oc of the faseinations, not o1ten
ioted, of games of skill is the constant

talk about those whose prowess is great

antd aknowledged, or, it may be, d1is-

puted. The oarsman discusses the
CotirilHey o' Il ilian Style, the Cricketer
the merits of Grace or Stodl art or

Prince "Ranji," and the billrdist the
style of Slosson or scumxe yong Napoleon
of the cue; while golfers are certain.]y
not above this weakness, as witness this
series of discourses about " Golfers in

Action," as consider also the innumerable
talk of the countless golf clubs of golf-

dom about golfing heroes past and pres-
ent anid eveni future.

r. Louis N. James is a golfer wljo
has been the subject of much genial dis-

eussion by reason of his sudden junp to
the front in the almost sensational tour-

nament for the Amateur championship at

Geo. View in 1902 Whilt dhe great ma-
jority aecepted the sinpl f lt that here
vns a good golfer who golfed his best
whent put to it, and came legctimately
by hi 7 rari'd, others, L{oIe the re were,
who taked of luck and luke rand feign esr
itleapacity to conne' t eCieet and cause
in respect of the termi nlation of hli.

very menmorable coniest. It is perhaps
worth while, therefore, to contemplate
Mr. James for a little, and by means of
the acecompanying portrlnts ald other
aids endeavor to exdlaiin him to ourselves
and others as best we nuity.

Mr. James is not of those who claitti
to have aequ ired the game by self-tuition
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or intuition. As a matter of fact, no
man, even lie who never takes a lesson,
can learn the game of golf or any game

by himself. For one thing, he cannot
but ise his eyes, lie cannot but observe
how others do it., and even if the models

are bad they seve him to no small ex-

tent in the manncr suggested by the
maxim iucus a non lucendo. Mr. James,
as all the world knows, is. or was, a pupil
of Laurence Auchterlonie, as sound a

golfer as ever golfed, one not merely
skilled iM the mechanies or dynames of

the game., but saturated with its tradi-

tions, and with recollections of bow the
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great. men on tralisa thiaitic links brought
off thieir sitrokes,-lItou]land and. Park and

the Rirkalatys aid his own lamous brother
Wki lie; withI a fhnd of stories of their
prowess anl atm iinexhanstible knowledge

of their metlida. No siali l advarTage is

it, d theoie, to sit at the feet, or, rather,
to walk about the links with. one who,
not ollee but often, Sw, 1t Shelley, but

Tom Morris, "plain." and all the greater

gods or less who vali about the classic
groulld of St. Andrews, North Britain.
Let it be said tha r.r. 1 James proved a

pupil apt, intelligent, and iidustrius,

widi suliicient tenacity to keep himself

to it wltitii others would have eraeked,
and aufnneion t capacity for the proper ap-
plication of the scientific methods he
was taught to employ by lii preceptor.

Although a Princetonian, Mr. James
has not adopted the Prineetonian style.
That style, as so e Teetively exeropli:fled
by Mr. Reinhart, Mr. Conkling, and oth-
eis, consists in standing very much in
front of the ball, the lat ter being almost.

to the left of the left foot, and exhibits.
an unusual bending back of the body at
the finish this latter for the very good

reason that a follow-on of the hody in

such a stance would ruin the -trake.

Air. dames, as we see, affects the open

style, whiel is also that of his toaster

Auchterlonie; his grip is quite orthodox,
and rliie, owiiing to his unusual hight,

the cirrle of his swing is big, it suggests

no exaggerated features. We like the

free way ili which the hands are pushed

out from the body at the to] of 1the

swing 1tnder the dominance of the left
arm. This ensures a big, if not to tie

eye a very full, swing. The follow-
through is effective 'n d complcte, and

a point not commonly noticed in eritli-

cism of stances is the position of the
right foot at the finishi. Often one sees
the right foot restirig, at the fitnishi, on
the right side, rather on the ball of the

big too, on the left side as we see it
ini Mr. James's picture. This ineia 1tes,

wre think, tit the body has conei rou di
by tatIer following the arms thtan by

to kigrw Lho in itiatire in the swirig and
certainy looks very much prettier. Onr
conceptions of the virtues of the " fol -
low-On "7 0 iren ittesnl]t in too itiCh sway-

ng' fc'rt'ard, cud we dIo well to rie' in

ourselves, in the words of Sir Waltcr
Sinrpsol, that "swayig the whole body

forward afier the hall is as likely to
cripple driving as swayig away from it
when t.akl n'g the chih back." I t will he
sen that Ar. Jlames does ot c oni it 1.1ie
first, of liese auts, and assuredly tIn'
style of his fellow collei ans tiTers hint

no teroptatioinS in that regard; anId we
are sure he does not Comiiit the secnndl'

fault else would lie iiot. drive so coi m-

fortably far.
It iil 1,e i- noticed that the. stance is

singularir upright-nay, more, c.0iiipor-

ing the stance at t:he iaddress with that
at the toi of [le swintg, the head seems

to have lifted i ts el f somewhat. We are
sure Flat this apartent defect does not
characiterize Mr. James's actual play, and

ate 1 iclined to e xpla in it as a defect in
pose, or that the lens did not do its work

; T1" ir iy the 1 pi rpji erl ilit .it.

Mr. James putts and uses his irons

as he drivet by simple sir ightforlrarl

methItods. At approacijimP' he is. ih]en

on his gatime, m1Ocst dea'dly, and pe fers to
pitch his halls to runming theim up.
HaVing' played altos' exclusively upon

inland links he ,1 hiai in t prrhaps felt
compelled to practise. the niceties of sei-

ettifie slicing andi pulling, which Mr.

loxr declares to be the most attr act i ve

I'cfat.nrei of gol, fbut halvitg taken up the

Amile youig, 11ud ttir lieiting no doubt as

to tie gutlity of i1S stat nina or his

skill, there is no side of t lie panc he is

'lilt iotcpetet to master, and ito hlnor

on the lii Iks he is inot competent to wiii.
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