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GOLFERS IN ACTION
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I.-MR. WALTER J. TRAVIS

Ph. graphs by T. C;. iTr.;er

T' is almost trite to say that Mr. Walter

J. Travis is our leading amateur

golfer. He leads not only the ama-
teur contingent at a long distance, but,
as shown by his achievement at the Open

championship of 1902, wlieni he tied for
second place, the majority of our pro-
fessionals as well. So steady and accu-
rote, indeed, is his public form that Mr.
Travis has been dubbed " the machine,"
bin he should rather be called "the

studen t, for he plays with his bead.
Constantly alert, observant, and refleet-
ive, his geuius as a golfer is simply once
more the capacity for taking infinite

pains. Ile possesses the wit to economize

time and strength in preparation; knows

that the laws of dynamics are to be de-
pended upon; 1hat a slice or a pull, a
top or a solaif may be traced to sonie de-
feet, and the defect he does not delay to
trace. Be has neglected no side of the
game, but has studied clubs and balls,
winds tund turfs, as well as stances and

swings, and has therefore succeeded in

winning the prermiiership which undoubt-
edly is his to-day.

Success beyond the average in golf de-

ponds upon the possession of three
things; an equable temperament, a clear

m1ind or intelligence, and physical power.

The excellent golfer is therefore cool,
bra infly, and strong. These ihree qualifl-
cations are not equally important, and I
venture to tbhink I have graded tdent in
their proper order, putting temnprament

first. The temperanfent that is not
bhrown out of bala ce by either occa-

sional La lure or brilliance,-by good or
bad luck,-coies by natuire. The golfer

who is irascible by nature is foredoomed
to failure. Mr. Travis is endowed with
a forhmnate temperament; he is never un-
duly elated or depressed by the incidents

of play. Being also very intelligent, a
keen observer and a tl.inker, it follows
that Ie is a good golfer, even though
his physical qualifications may not be
extra rdinary. Doubtless he has gained
im Strength of arm and wrist and general
control of his muscles since lie took to
golf, but h le chief factor in his success
seems to rue to lie-if the new psychology
will permit the distintion-in his brain
and i his temperament. To a cer a in
or rather an uincertain extent, therefore.
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gto1llg [olis by nlatU: nre. (iolfei-rzrus

nasciar ion /iL Mr. Travis is a sel-
taught player,-en tirely so, but must pos-

ses much natural adaptability for the

game. Still, it may encourage those who

hove bccii discouraged by tho tradition

that your excellent golfer, like Dr. John-

son's tolerable Scotchmanm aist be ci ught

and trai1n ed
young, to learn - - - -

that when Mr.
Travis took up

golf in October,
1890, no less than
thirty - five sea-

sous had come
and gone over his
head. And yet

in 1900 he was I

Amateur chai I

pion ! -is s trug
gle with Mr

Douglas ii tie

finals at Garden 1

City that ye'r -I

was, by the wvo

as much a t-ir
1Itnphi of tea-

peramieni as ri -

anything e. -

The decisivt
holes were playefi
in torrents ot
rain. At the six-
teenrth hole l r
Travis was 2 up -

The storm in

creased ; pinches
of sand for tee
murposes were impossible the putting-

greens were lakes, arid lhe balls land -
ed wit a splosh. T ( quot from the

vivcid accomit of " Oldeastlc " in Got-v

(August, 1900): " The plaY 01 the:
green at the la-st hole wil liot soon

be forgotten by the few who snw it.
Devereux Enmett the vice-pfresidtint of

-1

the Garden City Golf Club, stood near

the hole with a broom trying to sweep
the water away, and ihaving the same

success as Mrs. Parting ton with the At-

I antic Ocean. The water grew deeper

every minute, but the game had to be

Hnished. Putting was out of the ques-
don, For lhe hais would not roll an inch.

Playing the odd,
S- - Douglas did not

loft with sufficient

strength, going

f rs only half-way to

the hole, while
Travis, making a

perfect shot an-
der the circum-
stances, laid his

i ball dead with a

flop in six inches
r jr ~J of water, and so

h-I
won the Amateur

-chlamplionship of
America by 2 up."

Our portraits

i of Mr. Travis at

A' , S1  the finish of a

stroke from the
tee make a high-

" 1 ly iriterestiiig

- ,r "study. The most

striking feature
of them is, per-

haps, the thor-

oughness of the
--- folow - through.

'2 F 'Si~i". So completely in-
deed has the club

boee carrie d
round that it has ilhost reached its
ireetion when at the address. At the

same time nothing of exafggeration or
pressing is suepgested by the general pose
of the body. The weight has been effect-
ively traisferred to thc left leg, oided by
a very free turning on the right foot ad
toe, but there is no forced follow-an, no
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undue. strain or loss of balance. Thu

head, It is seen, inclnes somewhat s-ic

ways and downward,-that is, it remains

almost in the soime plane or 1ngle w il

the ground as at the address, end if it.

has moved forward at ull, it has done so

sympathetically with the rest of the body.

"The Follow-on, as we Ive suggested, is
not particularly noticeale; there is no

tronniiwced lenng forward of the body

-4

I ' -

11 th U tnl sot 1~e a Ciiis 111r tlit
swing of H. I. ilton, Sandy ierd, or
the late Lieutenant Tait, and yet the

freedom with which the body has turned

on the right foot and toe shows that the
weigiht has been i con ole ely tra asforred to
the left leg, wlich is sufficient.

An iniportan element in the swing

which the camera cannot reveal is the
timinng of the stroke. It is InOWn flat

TI. Travis attaohes groat value to this.

To the scieWtmo nipplieatio of it he at-
tributes the steady improvement in his

long game, which hs been a noticeable
feature of his play from year to year.

His average drive is from 185 to 195

'y aids-a very comforting distance in-

deed when steadily achieved from tile tee.
131t when conditions are specially favor-

able this distance has frequently been ex-
cerded by him.

a .

S-

47

FINISH OP RON -oT.

IDa vnn- thi past seisocn (1952) dl'
Travis s g1amYIe was prob aliy thre( or four
strokes better than during the preceding

yeair, the result being attributable to a
general increase of acen racy, which shows
tht his success ill wini litig the Amateur

championship in 1900 and 1901 has rnot

led him to relax his devotion to the motto

" ExCelsior," wh il he seemis to have set

before him;.
In height lIfr. Travis stands 5 ft. 8%
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in., end his weight in winter is 143 lbs.
and in summer 13t. Tbese figures we re-

gard as exceedingly interesting. They
demonstrate, what has often been suspect-
ed but of late somewhat denied, that great

physical power is not essential to excel-
lenuc in the Loyal G ame. Doubtless t her c
tire cmany who mi a y hit a harder ball t h to

Mr. Travis, but few there he who cain so
accratly 5mite at the " psychological
moll art in golfing phrase wrho call so

aceurately "time the stroke."
Our portraits show that although Mr.

Travis's swine is not a St. Andrewsv

swing, yet it, i by no mean s a short one.
The tremendous follow-through is very

instructive. It iiidieates, we think, that

the power has been reserved for and ap-
plied at the precise moment of impact.,
that there has been no waste of strength
in the beginning or eveci the middle of
the clown stroke. It is the impetus which
has thus been imparted at the latest pos-
sible moment that accounts for the arms

and hands being brought round over the

left shoulder with such remarkable free-

dom.
liven in the long gane Mr. Travis does

not give the spectator the impression of
exerting himself; and yet his balls travel

unexpectedly far. In this respect he pre-

sents fn interesting colitrast to his

worthy conipetitor in many a well-eon-
tested game, Mi. Find lay S. Douglas,
Amateur champion. in 18.98, and runner-

up in 1899 id 1900. Mr. Douglas "sits

down " to his ball in most effective and

orthodox fashion, and smites his ball
mightily and with every appearance of

might. Away goes the ball, as it evi -

detliy must go after so swift and sure

en impact. Mi. Travis, on the other

hand, seems to tare me atter s inore

quietly.
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The weight of the body and a certain
appropriate wrist action probably enter
more into the stroke. Whatever be the

difference, and we shall try to discover

it itiore particularly when we come to

Lindlyze Mr. Diiughis's swing, it is stir-

pariing to note what little difference there
is in the length of the drives of these
admirable golfers. First one and then

the other will hove the advan tage0. Good
at all points, it is probably in the short
game tHiat Mr. Travis is most brilliant.

You need never be surprised if the ap-
proach putt goes down, or even the
pitch with mashie when well off the
gree.

On the reens themselves whenever
within any holing distance putt after

putt finds the bottom with deadly accu-
racy. It is the man who putts who wins.

Finally, be. it said that Mr. Travis
makes no secret of his art in golf. Tfhe
pages of his excellent book Praac(i'eoal

Golf contain admirably Fraiilk and
straightforward expositions of the meth-

ods which he conmmends, after having
tested them very throughly, and he has

certainly done the game great service
by showing that there is no royal road
to excellence in it, and that the player
must. consciously grasp the why and
wherefore if he is to play steadily aid
aceurately. Not least of All, tr. Travis

has also done the game great service by
loyally conforming to its splendid old tra-
di ions. H-eI has never forgotten, in his
own fit phrase, that " It is a geitleman's

ganie alny way."

"['te pitch with the lmiashiie, however, is
wot Mr. Trevies favorite mietliod of ap-
tel~. -I ~refers said 1111110'. 1ost unttrii"

adop.i the rLir niiig- up si ve. Still, the
1 itih justified itself at Garden City. 191100.
as 1eferred to above.

TO LE CONTINUED.


