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F lie acquire a grip as in Fig. io, it
; muld be hypercritical to inter-

fere. As I have said, great lati-
tude may be al kkwed to the right hand
in this matter, particularly if it grasp
lieselv. But slhttihi any one be sti mis-

guided as to hold di-sproportionately
in the opposite way-that is. with the
right hand over and the left under-
farewell to all chance of even passable
driving.

It is not generally till after the first
week that the golfer begins to think
about his game-to wish to know how
it is clone, in order that he may im-

prove. With these inquiries his

troubles begin, and let us hope that.
with patience and common sense, he
will get through them without crip-
pling his style.

He will soon hear on all sides,
"Keep your eye on the ball' Of
course one must see the thing which
is to be struck- but it is a mistake to
insist upon it as if it were very diflicult.
If the beginner glares at the ball too

determinedly it will iiesmierize him.
so that the hanimering will be a dis-
traction, anti cuts from Cormier tops
appear t4 be fattu Ous mouths smiling
derisively.'

I A large part of the difficulty of keeping the
eye on the Bal arises from swaying, even ever
so slightly, to the right. It alc, occurs when
the left shlt Ii der is d loiwed to conic round too
far in the up swing. VTe advantage of a three-

Then it cones to be a question with

the beainner whether lie ought to go

in for a full or fur a half swing. If

iTNI*?QUL Glib. 11GHT55 IN!L 1.0.''~t

lie must have an answer-if lie must
have a name for, and an ideal on which
to mould, his blow, let it be a half

qluarter swing is that the left shiutiler dioes isot
need to ome rouid in an extrece Way; it is
then easier to keep the ball in sight and there-
fore easier to hit it.
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swing. It will he some tihe before
his uipretending thump can lie classed
at all; hlt no matter. It ought to be
more like a half swing than anything
else; it will grow Into that, and from

that int i a full o1 e. inociunscion sly, as

the fetters of awkwardlness fall froin

his limbs; but if he try fir a full swing
at once, he will not get it,--he will
merely acti ire the habit ( dificult to

correct later 1'it) of all'wing his club
to wander aimlessly about his back

and shoulders.

In the laudable endeavor to drive
far tand n'' man s l d ever accept

the , isitiun of a weak player), the be-
ginner has to sttimbile thron gl many
errors be fire mastering the secret

of where and how to apply his force.
There is em the beginner is certain
to fall into. In order to get a good
sweep at the 1all. instead of causing
his trunk to revolve on its own axis,

he sways it back over his right leg.
One feels as if tremendo-s force were

acquire'd in this way. So there is, but
of the wrong sort-slow, ponderous.
clumsy. Even a ball clean hit, and
getting the full result of this swaving
moti en, does not go far. But it sel-
d m is lilt. and no more wonder than
that it shliold be missed if struck at
whilst the player is walking. Sway-
ing thus is a standing walk, a term
which may be objected to, although
it olight to be as intelligible as the
accepted phrase, a "standing junmp.'
It is perhaps as well to advise Voting
golfers to have both hands close to-
gether: at all events, it is but fair to
warn them that every inch which
separates them takes ten yards off the
length of their shot.

These few hints are ample the'-
retical uquipmneut f 'r many months.
Blit Ilhe legintier wil get many more,

to w;hich I advise him to turn a deaf
car. Every old hand will 1e anxious
to persuade Turn that his own last
crotchet is the one thing needful. He
will he told that the great point is to
keep his hands tight, or not to keep
them tight, or one slack, his elbow in,
ir hiis clb'w out, to let the club follow

the ball, (ir his arms follow the ball,
etc., etc. Naturally he thinks these
people know. He tries oiie and all,
getting as confused as if he were se-

lecting a new religion. The fact is,
there are m4 re 1ad teachers than

good. and if the beginner must have
advice, let 1iin consult a really first-
class player, who will pri lbabk tell
him he knows nothing about grips, or
clb'ws, or following, and that all lie
has to do is to stand firm and smite

hard

If the i eginner is liable to lie con-
fused ly his friends. his danger is
much greter fram liis caddy. The
formicr Oily gives advice when it is

asked, the latter volunteers it, and in-
sists. There are such things as good

professionial coaches. On the whole,
it is better riot to allow' vour caddy to
interfere. .Most if them advise a
th -usand and one things within the
hor. They feed babes with strong
meat, and expect tip. fr at least try to,
make them full-grown golfers within
an hour. Besides things good
enough in themselves if they be but di-
gested, two pieces of advice which
they mostly insist upon are positive

pisn. One, al ready spoken of in
the last chapter, is that the player

Btha in geilr as in Art, no one can excel who
IlIes not ltuiy the lving model. The true
,wing cannot be aiequately described by

language or even by camera; 1but it can be
rec'ignize l when seen. it 'hould then be imi.

tat e I
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shml risv upo n Ili4 left ttse.` The
swing mit vet being so full and free
as to tear the lx i1rom the groutid,

b- acting 111p441 this alvice the be-
girnter is sinpliY l'ft witLh a few sIpre
illcles of leg xvlhich Ile dles ini t kiiow
what t' 1, with. 1Ie imtity double
than tiilcr himt mit F ilte rol d. but
most likely it'he x ill ue thlem1 ti S ay'

ils bn 4y away 1ack over the right leg.
1his caddy thus actuallyx ericninrag i 1
1im ti C'mmttillit this ct 11mm '1 an! fatal

nijstake of beginners. The other is,
insisting ta1n th' rigit th1iumbl Ii being
Over, not 11n, the clhth. If (which is
likxly eniugh, as we have seen) the

beginner is holdiilg his club as up-
rightly as possible, both hands too
nitich under the club, it is absolutely
inp issible for himu to strike at all if
he tles. II is grip well over, lie may
do it ; but ought not to unless it is
natural-perhaps nAt ev'eli then, as at
this early stage it ftiresihadows an in-

tentioi -of driving with the wrists,
and opens the way to theac waiitler-

itgs Of the club ronild the hack-these
so-called long swintgs A which I have
already said a ge pl deal. Leave tile
thlumiib Wllere it is. Iy plderees, if
the plaier allkw's h1iilself t aciuire
his art wxitlh'ut prejnilice, it w ill slip

into its Iproper plct, getti ng iut of the

wax' t-i all"' a filler switnr. but at hrst
it is needed ti guide the strike, and
if not allIed to be I'sed, the hegilin-
ner will effect his p-u rpuse h sotite

other means, perhaps burying his

club in his palm s(i as to work with
the end of the secenl jilt instead

of which the p iit if the thumb. This
inevitahl' "trus in the nose" of the

:$ of course th i player sh'uhil not rise tippm

his left t1e. lie makes a half turn upon it.
His left shiulpir gioes 1111w n ani the let leg
accIommodak, itself by lentihng at the knee and
turning on the toe; the head is not elevated a
hairsbreadith.

c hll. :dii it llrcaks. 11is faith in his
,l'dZl Ci IsIs nry1 a lbhgiulIer mlinch

tllr;'ey an'Id manv sai ritijuis in which
his set ots r'tieced to I s" illme ir lit' and

sime hiI,; lc'',s s lti'IS. It is hic'ky
fir liis gi lf if in the lnd he reels

agaitil t 4 Taclt. If lie oes uit,

hiis grip wviti the riglt hand is a
dificuhyV ever after. It remiliis

twisted. -Mi d tt) lot any work at al
lite biiy andl legs have to twist to'.

Foor s' me timle lit' beginner 0 am

sp)eakinl .4 11 mci1, 1.ot 6)y s m niakes
marke.l and regrular pritgress, until

sni uly one day there is a break-
iio Iwin. which crushes his sanguine
hlipije that his march toward perfec-

tin was to Ihe siatllh-11 and rapid. It
is the hirst of many which will ncci r
f£1Irin time to time so 1ing as lie is able
to hol1 a club. To avoid them al-
t' we ther is inpossile. b1 ut their nul-
hr tima Ie lessecned, their severity

checke'. 1bi' wisd' li and care. When
the beginner is getting on swinmingly,
let him not b carelessl e covjindent, fir

pride 4o 'es bef' ire a fall. Nor when

his Ilrivitg is very satisfactory ought
he to atteillpt 111 lit ote what he is do-
tug. so as t; be abile to return to it if
a relapse 'ccirs. This in itself is the
1cgtimining 'f I cksliding. Golf re-
fuses to 1bu' prescrvec like dead meat
in tiils. It is living, human, and free,

I 
relvy ti l a wax' at the least sign of

tit uttem ipt ti catch and cage it. It
wwill tnfite yvuir Igie if you, as it
were, stand aside and try to produce
it b ca'scs. With patient attention
to hitting, nt relaxed even when we
are in the full pride of good play, our
relapses will be fewer and less severe;
but there is no means by which we
can secure uniform progress. In pro-
portion as the wave of advance is
great, so will le the hack draught.
Let not the learner be discouraged by

ii
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it, and begin to (11b1111)t lest the tide has
turned. [Golfers often speak of their
game. The best t1w learner has ever

played is his game, even supposing
it is a third ieittir than what lie has
relapsed .. It w ill c, tme again s ()n,
unless, indeed, he begii 1- ask, "What
am I doing wrong f" "How did I
stand?" "Ilow dsid I swing then?"

It is impossible t1.p say how good a
player a1 man may 1econie; but every
beginner ouglit, as much as possible,
to play vitlh better golfers than him-
self. He will uiic;nsci tush' by that
micains aim iglher. It should he his
amlbitiion to beat som'ieb' dy, and, hav-
ing dltle so, to attack a still stronger
adversary. Many half-crowns will be
lost in the process, but what of that?
It is cheaper and pleasanter than to
Employ a professional ci tach.

In the early manhood of his golfing-
life. the earnest and promising
player's mind is apt to be much exer-
cised as to the weight, length, lie, and
spring of his club. IIe will feel sure
that a best club for his style is to be
found, and to find it will for some time
appear a matter of the last importance..
After many experiments, lie will be
in posseSsion of a mass of conflicting
evidence, and a box full of clubs
more rema rkable than useful. From
extreme hope and faith he will fall
back intoi a condition of dogmatic un-

belief. He will try to use any club-
even the rubbish accumulated in his
days of faith. Truth lies between
these two extremes.

In the matter of lie, a tall player's
club ought to be upright, a short man's
flat. The reason is that for all sorts
and sizes of men ab tut 3 feet 6 inches
is the proper length. That a longer
club will not drive further, that a
sh rttr 'ine 'rives as far, is proved to
4w tre Th ret lidl', the ling club

reaches the ball with greater velocity,
but as each inch allits to the difficulty
1f being accurate, it has to be taken
easier. It is not your strong man
who can wield a long club ; on the
ct intrary, it is your pocket Apollo.
whose long driving is due to precision
and neatness. An exceptionally short
club, on the other haul, can be, and
instinctively is, swung with much
more force. The objection to their
generai use is that they break a man

down. net so much from the fatigue
of ,Ver-exertion as from the loss (if
self-contrl which results from it.

As for weight, so long as the spe-
cific gravity and the absolute weight
of the head are both greater than these
qualities in the bail, the carry will
not be affected. Within these limits
the lightest club will drive the longest
ball, because it can be swung more
swiftly than a heavy one (with what
lightning accuracy one sweeps off
daisy heads with a walking-stick).
The danger with a very light club is
that muscles having so little strain
are apt to grow frisky and wanton.

Theoretically, therefore, a heavy club
ought to steady a wild, pressing
player. It does not do so. It ought
to act as a bit in his mouth. He takes
it in his teeth. Practically, the golfer
with an ambition for lead handicaps
himself terribly. Ile cannot play
easily in proportion to the weight of
his weapon, for part of his ambition
is sure to be to drive a long ball.
This he will do occasionally ; but he
must hit perfectly clean, or else make
an egregious foozle. There is no re-
serve farce in him if he sclaffs. His
club sticks in the iud, or is twisted
out of his hand. To avoid the ground
lie is apt to top. Sometimes, when he
does hit clean, the club runs away
with hint to, the right or left. And

4
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ail this on accinnt tf a crude, errone-

1ins idea that the heavier the club

the farther it will drive. It is a niis-
taken idea, 1the rwise th e man whit

ci ld swing a t-lb. liaimier would

beat the reeaird. it is evident that

even G iath W\ulii have made a very
f'eble simt xit h stch a club or with

his own : but with a 1.11il he night

have uutdriven the champl on.

The spring if a club I1s in r-c tO do

with comfort than with carry. No-

h dv likes stiff shafts) NI any charges
are laid at their delrii the only just
one is that they lar the hands. Each
man will (rive. not further. but bet-

ter. with the club he likes best. A
"fm zv' handle will do very well if

you have a sweeping. scythe-like
swing. If your style is jerky, such a
shaft. or one with the spring under
the rind, will prove itself useless to
\ou at (nce; the clii or the jerking
must be abainlimed. For all kinds
of fTircing players (t dse who let in
when they get to the ball ), the spring
milust he confined to the neighborhood
of the skeer. If von wish to compel
vourself tm drive easily. bty a "wab-
ily" cml) it will either teach youor top
votr ball. It is pleasanter, however, to
play wv ithiou t a imiaster. lit short, ir
advice is-use a stift club. whatever
your style, with just enongh elasticity

to make the ball go off sweetly, and
give up all idea that spring here or

spring there will make von drive fur-
ther. If you din't want to abandon
this notimn. oi matter. Your club
with an ideal spring may drive further
on aec uiit of your coilnidence in it.

a It is generally accepted that a man with a
naturally stiw swing is advantaged by a sonw-
'what whippy shaft, while your rapid swinger is
ton er off with a stiffer one.

.r
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Ii tcre is a general ni let sa;t
tmiersal-tinduecy aimng golfers
ti exaggerate the imp rtance of style.

nm lie best i the ri rst, when off
thei r eli-i'ii, th e> -1egin at once to
alter si mitth iin g, assningi that the
cause is tR be f unid i a wronrg stance,
grip.in "rxhat 11t Aid yet the expe-
ricinedl kni xw well ei ugh that their
driviiig %ixll never coie back so long
as they pursue this line of research.
Style. in other wi rinds. is not nearly of
so much miprtance as accurate hit-
ting. Take a batch of first-class
players, and we find that they all
drive practically about the same dis-
tance, noitwithstaniig infinite variety

in their way of dt mig so, and even
greater differences in physique. ft is
usual to attribute the powerful driv-
in., tf smalli men to the excellence of
their style: if this he the cause of it.
how does it happen that there are big
men twice as stroni, and with as
easy swings as their little rivals, who
as iften play the olds after the tee
shi it as not? A batch of second-class

players drives, on an average, some
ten yards shorter than those who can
give them a shade of odds (I do not
include those who are second-class
because they are beginners, or incura-
lly careless . The same slight superi-
ority exists in the approaching of
first miver second-class players: and I
am inclined to believe that this is also
true in regard to putting, although it
is the fashion to credit many bad
drivers with skill in this department.
Where are those fine putters on the
ladies' green? Ib w is it, when there
are prizes there for men, it is some
golfer known to fame who nsually
wins? No. Strength and style are
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of 11m1inr imp it ritI c11 lpani lruil with

accnracy'. I dl1 it menuan that the Ii rst

1s 'I nii \alte at all; bit to orilinary

hlyxsignies f hIve feet six inchles IIp
tLi gi anthoiIo it "..ives lio advantalitigC,

excejpt frin bilkers and bad lies.

itt'en fr. im these a I k.-rciiles is not

nui'essariily the 1 iest. I'-CIi1 sin iS the
lint i thing. \\' hen a 1111'S (ye is
il 1ie imayV ' aildir's the lall in a dozen

ditferent ways with the sali result;
wi hetI it i-s it It, nci sit ftilg of p sitiO l

will mteli In mattrs. First-class pla' is
ci mpatibl with ngly sty-1e?. A thirl-
rate biceps may drive ia long ball: bitt
a sec mndI-cia ss cumbinatinn of hand
and e wil preveilnt a mian biing both
far and sure. o be a steady player,
a man who Intids ie cannot hit a
scriamer 'very tinie must either play
more easily iir mi're coarsely, the lat-
ter preferable. len learn their posi-
ti.mn instinctively'. Watch an eminent
gi lfir in the prune if y-itth, a prudent
liver, cr not oIl enllAuih to he affected
Iy impriileice. dri i iftg agtainst, per-
haps, a st roilgie' m nan, wto 1 either

never diid aim exactly, or whrose more
delicate machinery is a little shaken

by the wear and tear of life. How

ci arse and schifl the latter's shots
are by comparison ! One drives like
a new hansom, the other rattles like
an ill-built or old four-wheeler.

As we are accustot med to see dis-
similar swings producing about the
same result so, on the ther uhand,
cases of the exact converse are not
uncommon-cases of two men vith
apparently the same style, one a pow-
erful drivtr, [le other incapable of

Critcisic ref style, a, in the case of our
author, cnunines itelf chitfy to the hrst part of
the swinig. It ere there is unduim [ledly infinite
variety. 1Iut in the finish or follow -through

there is great similarity ant I doubt whether
ars y first-class Inlayer ever exhilbiti an "ugly
style " as lie finishes the stroke. The follow.

suit ling the 1hall a hundred yards.
1i re cilies a player who gets his
bands lindr the club, swings it over
his head, statncls with the ball close
It im111, ati11 vet sends it fiying. Be-
1i11 is ;un' t her. his exac t counterpart,
exc It in ihe matter of results. Why
is this? \\lhy is the one a good player,
ihe it iil' 11i t ? If we take tip a clib of
tilie first mat). it is fiiuid ti be very
upright. \\Ahy he atdhptel this lie,
whtelir by accident or on purpose,
matters no. There it is, and lie plays
well, because his style is a natural

prothct of a single-minded concen-
tratiin on hittinr clean. The duffer
git his swing in another way, namely,
by mimlicry. Tte he. c[1py is fairly good,
but lic quite exact. The hands are
Fsau's, but not the club, which, be-
ing flat. compels him to add some
iiiieenil cats iiit indulged in by his
master. ie has to bend down to ad-

just its head behind the ball, to rise
during the swing. and subside again

at liit ing-tiie. Not that this omis-
sit in itt the copy of externals matters
mucl, IHis play would be no better
with his ideal's club, because they dif-
fer utterly in their thoughts. The one

thinks i f hittitig, the other about his
nanner of threatening to do so. Here

is ancithier goi idi driver coming up to
the hole where we critics are standing
-aoit ther with an ugly style, as any-

thing with peculiarities is called. He
stands with his feet far apart-stands
"open"--and swings round his biceps,
iof t his neck. Why is lie driving well,
and his partner and reflection so bad-
ly? Again a flaw in the copy gives a

through is the test or proof of a stroke said can-
not be ugly ir lacking in reccgni ol style if well
lone. 'There are only two styles after all, viz :-
the more or less vertical and the Inure or less
horizontal 't'he follow-through is 1moi el by
one un the other, but otherwise is the sane in
every good stroke.

I
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hint as to the origin of the leader's
peculiarities. lie has his hands very

much under the club anT at the same

time exceptionally near the ground,
whilst the other is evidentl prud of
his "proper" grip. 11e inteligeit on-

looker (if I may be allowxt-c iI sh to speak
of myself) retires a little off the course

to drive imaginary halls, to discover
that, given this particular giip. the
rest fhllw s as a natural con seqgilence,

and t- speculate that prulbally the
leader accilentat y' tot Ik this grip
when lie legait to tlay. and1 th ugit
ni im itre hlii nit it.

1llt liii i-i natural iiiaillitr in vllicll
tip alilress a Ih;.1 is. if coitilse, ti

stan 1 it ILs straPi ht and 1nrm. and
with it mii'r - sto lip ii th' lidy than
is absp bit-tely t-cessary p. tp (niablc thL-

piyer to ste it ith sitraiglit cxy-. Ilit
Ioifers, gti od tnes, in tie landable cn-

pl"I Ii° tip si aii' i 1 elliii U W; t 1', hie.
ball acquire in great .r numnibers the

hatiit Kf sto Ip11n, fIorwar , Iiure than
is necessary. ITiese nistinctively a1-

ply a corrective. F Ir instance. sonie
bend their knees. There arc extrem-
ists whi even stu p sp ftar torwari I
and have cancelled the effect of doing
so, t.i such an extent ivy viling their
knees, that thv xvould fit a chair if
pla~ed bhcind thml w'hel drivil.
Smie 'if the stupid imnitatirs of these

think tle secret lies in the sto ping.,
sie ill the ktiee-bIeiiding. with Lad
gil 1f as a result in either case. I)tiler
good players, w hi I st i,,1 over their
work, keep their bidies steadyx arid
their grip of the gronumnd irm by plac-
in g the left foot leari'er (lit' 1linc of tire
thali the right. Th ex stand as il Fig-

3 exai'ggt'ratei tiine Iif tie stal iiitx
iven in lit' 11n' of fire I1 kcejlug tie

feet apart is Iihis uirsed tip pr'vett fall-
ing in. One if the est-if not the
best-players in the world at the pres-

a~a

CIt nm ment, in this way cancels the
lad etf'ects of iis st uufing ftirxward to

his work, and, as might be expected at
the sacrifice of a little of the straight-

ness which a "5qiare" stl iid gives. At
iihis mn ient his miserable imitators

swarm pun ever- gluIf green in the
LI Ithians.6 They all copy his pteciliar

stance. s me' have graspe' sonme rthier

pin t : not one has imprI ved lii s gane.
They 1 have a littl- Vif 1 ygmali Pin's art;
In it t ne if tlici mI can aiiniate their
wv irk. The ass If fable l'resse--d like a

li ii hey addl ress like fne. \\hen the

liasl ira xei lie wa s etrayed. so it
is when they swing.

St mt lax we miiav have a great

1layer xliii has fallen 11t, the habit

if can ceiling ihis stoop by placing his
rigit ft inar the hall, his left back
1 WyV nii it e[,au then there will be a
ri-v lIiii aimn ilg the iiiics.

'D'ie e~xani l t' of mimiiicl,, I have
taken are +f imitators it eccentric

styles. Thuse whvii make c ipies of the
th dd Ix sxxwig are lIt s' coImIIn,

alhtugh there are pretty players who

miiss as o tet its iin' t. Most hi try it
make an nireci gil izable earicattre

vwelieb is liit t be wonde red at, as

c:iriatnr.' If pers 115 xi ilt no salient
f-ature is very difficult. Some again,

io try to learn gilf onimitativeprin-
citlesl.avet merely an imaginary ideal.
lin their case one can oniy infer from
their excee ing, hd pay that they aimll
at a stLe iisteicad If at a hall. [ nder

this heal curme Ih se who secretly de-
termined ti Jerk instead of sweep the
hall away. either thr ugh ignorance
'r stuihisrinss. or bu tli. The igno-
rant flunnler on. iisdirecting their

4iTi-'rit(ering rcf-rence i , we lwliele, to
Nit, . p-1K:. 1 aidllay, 1:tiih Aiinrur C.hamnpion
rsso :n11d uscg, a'o rLuinner-uL., INSS and p1Ot.
The nice qutuestion as tip who is "the best player
in tihe orit I - is nev er cm swered. One never
knows.

- WV
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energ because thei never have tried
tI, s trike in the rigit way ; the stith-
liirli, because the' iiftei jerk a long
hall aml prefer the sensation to the
gentler jo pf feeilng it slip away al-
mist by itseli, which a priper shot
gives. The latter are hpieless. Golf
is not a game fir len who fid mire
pleasure in brute ft trce than in the
exercise of skill.

It is usual to attrilbte peculiarities.
whethter of good or bad players, to
their hnl aving taken to the game
late in life ; but this neither explains
them, ior is it quite in acc'r i lance with

the facts. It is true that there are
nit ire artlessly artful iplayers amnitigst
thise whi i have been pm the green
intire i r less since thex' could1 handle a
leadless elub 2 feet ltng, but it is quite

a mistake to suag ppise that a mail who
takes his first less r after his heard
has gro vii, or even when the hair has
all tlitterrd fr i the top of his head
to his clh in, is to) itld or too set or too

siinethi ng ever to, swing easily. Wh l
it is nit ire excepti inal fir him than for
the ther ti ili sit, is due to another
cause. The hy begins differently
fr il the man. I ie lets 11y, indifferen1l

as to a hi it or a imiss, or, rather, le

llealis a clean, swishiin g, silashint
lokw.. \l tthers, fr im a glober to, a

fair sit. are Mieretle misses, ti whiCh

hl pays lip attentiin. They (tt, not

jIut himi ,tlt he experts theli. and
lites no't etiuilt the pli plirtitin (.f tlleiii

tot 'ri pd sheets. hel hall Mlles de, Mnt
matter. fir his pieasire is to drive
halls, iii t 14, play iles. Ilence lis

stvle l' jliti free. \ iliall ha s not

jatience fir this. Just as the bv finds
a r iill nunlm trilt is, si ite miall aims
at striking steatil, la vi-g the reut
tpp pehv-vep later.

It ihus lp';rs ttat the elhaii'es i
fa viT r f the f,1r'ner tarinf a fre' sthlc'

when lhle grows up almost amounts
to a certainty, and vet, except that he
has acquired a certain amount of
skill. the lxoy beginner, as soon as lie
is okl eiiougl ill mlillil to settle of his

I iwn acci rd to match-playing (I do
ntt include those little boys who art
fh reet into dili tole harness with their

fathers) is ill the same position as a
griwn-up beginner. The man playing
his first shot, and the golfer tf (say l
twenty-one, are equally ignorant t f
hiw much or how little it is safe to

play c nscimously. The former thinks
of what he is doing from the first.
the latter begins to do so about this
time of life. Either may go astray, or

either they disoiver the gi tiden mean

bef 're hecomng set in the tricks they
have excogitated. If this were not so,.
there wotuntid be fewer of those boy

players, whit are expected to do \n\'Ol-

hers in twii ir three years, w' ho at
eighteen can beat any one, and who at
one-anild-twenty disappear, either fpr-

ever, oir to colme ti the front after a

interval. with or without peeuliri-
ties, accrling as they use or ai
their new-biirn consciousness. A per-

fectly unconscious style in a grown
man is very rare. It will oftenest lie
foud aming professionals whose edu-
cat iin dies not tenipt them to think.

There is oiie illustrimis and venerable
champilin of w'h tm it is proverbial
that not even a whole round of had
slitits can temipt him ti cnsier Ii s

liipisiit ill. "I 'e missed the ha', is all
he sayvs. T- lit it again, is all he
tries. It is viimler ful how soon he
siece ls, liii -much soitner than if he
were to 1egi in asking whly.

W11e,1 a ilan first atteipts to play.
he is stiff ant awkward indeed, but
he has no mannerisim s. They begun

to ii tew after his first hreakldowi, al
:fter eacti siCleceitillg lne a muark< is



THE ART OF GOLF
''11lit

tl 'Ii,.

its lr

eta'

1od th K

h¶1 r'.1llr

Ili i
bet',

A

.gyp

rl ofc

Ii1YL''

car !

apt t be left on lhis game. When that
is full-grown and set, the cicatrices of
old wounds remain as excrescences,
which, unless inconlvenient. are better
not excised. There is a risk of hurt-
ing the constitution of our golf if the
operation is attempted. But as when

an ankle has mice been sprained, it is
inclined to give way occasionally, so

peoIile with "wonderful styles are ant
to crack unexpectedly, and when out
of practice they take a long time to
conie into their game. Some people
are lucky e nough to have developed
their ainiormalities on non-vital spobt.
Though ugly. the hall yields as readily
to their style as to soniething niore
elegant. You strike your shoulder,
your thumb or thumbs are down the
shaft, you bendi your knee. shuide
with your feet, get your hands so far
tider the club that a full swing is
impossible, etc.. etc. These things will
give no trouble. I'hit if by playing
for a pull. by gripping the club in a
way that, although become natural,
was acquired at a time when there was
a wrong coi-celption of how to make a
ball fiy, etc.. you are wild and uncer-
tain, there is nothing for it but to be-
gin again. It is of no use to attempt

patching; other faildts have grown tip

alongside of the original one. They
were necessary to put life into it at

all. Say. for instance. yon have a nip-
ping style. You realize that, in conse-

ueiicc, y r driving is short. It is
useless to force ytirself to fallow the
ball; yo will only top. Stance. grip,
and attittiude have adapted them selves
to tie coinin ns originally imposed.
Therc is nl thiig for it 1bnut content-
ment or a fresh start. For the latter,
experience gives you an advantage
over the real beginner. Yi n know the
true theory, viz., t~ stand opposite the
ball and sweep it away by describing
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a true radius, ron which it is a point.
At first yon will flounder, miss, and be

nicerlail ; but a new and better garne

will grow to its full strength at last.

If we coiisider the plausible and in-

sidiois means by which these tricksin-

sinuate themselves into golfer's affec-

ticos.it is not so nuch to he wondered

at that lie is cn mqured. By their aid he

finds himself suddenly steady, able to

beat adversaries previously dreaded,

and to win handicap electroplate with

strokes to spare. At first they do not

even shorten driving, the diseases tak-

ing some time to get into the system

and cripple the other members. By the

time they have done so. it is too late

to get rid of them. The player works

through stages of foozling, and, after

as log a period as it would have

taken to be a pretty golfer, he comes
out a robust cripple, ungainly, al-

though perhaps strong. This is the
prognosis in the most favorable cases,

but some would-be golfers are restless

in the use of remedies. They employ

device after device, add fault to fault.
No sooner is their driving weakened

by assimilating one, than another, and
yet another, infallible "steadier' pre-
sents itself, and is accepted, till at last
there is not a chance if their cleanest-
hit ball going more than fifty yards.
Steady, indeed ! They top and puff
just as often, if not iftener, than those
who have acquired their game with
less prejudice. They are steady only
because it dies not matter to their

partners whether they hit or miss, and
straight. because wiliness is not ap-

preciable in very shirt distances. Any
Illoirn ijg We can see Iilen out aimintr
at a st'le instead of at a hall. A trial
swaiiV 111w and then, especially before
start it, may do no harm. '[litre are
even gxo d players who indulge a good
deal in the amusement. Them one



TilE .RT OF GOLF.

can distinguish from the deluded crea-

tures who are teaching themselves
styles by the free thoughtless way ili
which they let out. The others-
earnest, careful, apparently conctn-

trated on the blade of -rass iM front

of thei-i-d i not her "i*''-re-st ip
that-hurry up.'shouted behind them
fir their indnl is busy ctmmitfing to

memory their last patent gvyrat iIl.

If the fot os Wi mu~1 1 but reflect 11 a

Certain passage If Scripture they

11iglit learn thia! neither let<p1:rd 111ir

gt f sp t tting can lie mianaged 1y tai1k-

ing thought. and that thiught w ill n111t

ai1il cultits either ti their sI attire or 11,
their dirvi l. Ft 'ithilie Tal ler it will

take sonme off.

l Th) c s rc'mluark s ill n t :t1le t1 ilthi
petty varliation11s Iin thcir style 11hieh

many, or most, golfers are conscious
if from day to day. Little vagaries are

wot part of us. Our knowing of them
;ir ves them external. If not made a
serious point of, they do no harm.
(.lnle of them will amuse for a round or
siI, ani Ibeing the only thing which,
for the mollmlnt, divides our attentioti
with the esseltial Tof aining, it may
even imprit' ove i 1r driving, and then be

ft irgi tten, mti liletd, Pr siioothed out.

The points tinder di scussion are so
sperein r t`veni imaginary, that no

Ile ititicets thil but ourselves, Tlie

are qjutite ani1h ii'r thing from playing
in tli Mtrris, ir the Fergu ssi n, or

t' le Fnlie mnlmier. which is imtSiu:
at ttimf rle wry. 1ilt. taken. srionsli .
h1, a s h \il, f em. 1 1r n1ke : m1

at g 1 3 11t..
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