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PART II.

CHAPTER V111.1

orF AI'PRi>ACHlNn

t ine rule, trithou t except inn, is that
no ball, however near the bole, shouilri
be playedl weakly. Lven the shortest
cif all appruaches--stvie littim-Can
onl1 succeed if the hall is swept away,
the grip tight. the muscles taut. A
weak tap. however long ir shirt the

distance. will prove uncertain and dis-
appointig. The length o-f swin. not
the firmness of sweep, should regulate
the carry.

Tie attempt to play an easy full shot
is generally recognized as a mistake.
and most men consir ier it wiser to

cover the distance with a drive fri a
weaker club, or an approach shot from
a stronger. \\When it comes to these

last. however, the folly of attemptig

to "pare- is not equally acl:ni 'wl-
c' Ig el.

Lngish approaches are stimettimes

attempted to be iaile by mnit 'f a
half 1hni. That is to say, the player
a'dbdres.es the ball as in driving: but

t The careful reader of the "Art of Golf"
cannot fail to remark that the entertaining
author, for al! his wit and sparkle does not cet
to hold any definite theory of the game In
fact he seem, too ight ;hy of theriries Although
matny illuminating obhtrvatiitn, arv contained in
hi, text they are of the empirical sort. T, siime
this charactiri'tie may be a son'picuou' merit,
but the maj'rity -te inniiine. will find it a lis
advantage. Sir Walter irnjson clearly holds
the view that the game ;f Gilf cannot he re-
<luced to rule, enn imbakirig, arnl yet he is full 4f

,h rtctn1 1iS w inlg b. getting his
hands 111 're under the cluib thlan utsual.
and bv keeping all the 1' ints above the
diaphragm rigid. TiIlls node of play
is scarcely worth cultivating. 1 do not
mean that th,,se who always drive in

this way and in nil Ither. ~r thiose who,
being bad at ft ll shots with irons. have
alopted this style with thel. ought to
reform n but it is difficult t~ acquire as
an occasional ineans for Iliitiing the
length of a drive. ihe muscles are
apt t assert themselves in their usual
rout inc, and a miss to result from the

conflict if intentitni and habit. Never-
theless, half shlts ,f this sort are fre-
qltiitly attelpllteil with a dleek or an
Iron: but it is an indlirect proof of
their iltis unriness, that no one ever

sen mdy tries t- pilay them with a

I river-.

l fl.s n11delcr exce}ptii inaI Circtim-
stances, ti be cansilereil p resently.
there are thus only twoi pr 'per modes
if app)roacliig-bv full drives from
sh'rt clis. andI by what ar called

wrist 4li it. it wil be fontttl that the

rules and tmarin, [ cannot nd hmiever that
hi. dicta are very ciigently related to any ie ii
niely conceived ideal such a- Liadmint. n ~r

Ta ior respectively expound The enquiring
gilfer rio t therefore test the judgments of the
"Art of Gt If by omc very much more definite
standard than that honk contains

Speaking broadly there are but tutu kinds of
Gulf, th more or less vert nal and the more or
les flat. Badininton expounds the one and ).
Ii. Taylor (to my mind the keenest analyst of
the day) the other.

7/

1

A



THE ART OF GOLF.

best players have in i styles hetwee'

these two. Accoriling tli length if
swing for various I istances, thee speak

of <luarter, half, three-quarter. or full

appri ach: but these terms are used fir

their ' w1 cI n'veinieince. all refer

merelk to Imlger lir sl iirier shots

playe1 ill the saiie style. A hall to

them means a half wrist, not the half

splkei of ill the last pa`rgraph. ile-

ginners and others night ceary tl
undlerstand that whilst they otght t'
have ine style for driving, whether

with w'ild or ir n. siccessftul wrist

play is a newwx departtire, andii that ef-
feetive apprn'aches caiiml' t he manuifac-
turd out of fra'ments of a full swing.

What. then, is a wrist slit? l'or
one thing, it is a shot which ought mi st

to be played with the wristtsi. Their

usual iiame misleads mane a heginner.,
and causes him to foundt er hopelessly
for years. TO use the wrists alone is
so neat, conprehensible, an d compact
an idea that lie grasps it at oice. Ile
is conscious that using one set of n ti.-
cles aniid j oints al' ne. his sense of
wveiglht is more delicate. It will not
take him lug to learii. althunigh it may
be years before lie is eon xince' that
this is ii'n' the way to Ill it. It wxi'' ul
be less c nfusing if appr(,aches were
called ankle shts. The aiicients called
their knee shuts. It is to le deplored
that, f 'r no illvit us reason, a term so
tutorial became obsolete when haffys
and feathers were silperselded. Prop-
erli these joints are brougllt miire intl

play than the wrists.

Without wvishing to direct atenthin

t411 lii 'latiiallv to ile p511t1. it is

nie'irtl 'less true that the It't wrriMt

jiirt has nIl part t4' play iii gllld ap-

pria Chiig, aiin1d niust be rigid1lye re-
stran me' 1 frin t akiiig any. leii whii

21 wiui ald the wort "exclusivelv'" i this

sentence, even thfluglh the pIaradx ibe miarredt.

ame utm stirs of the iron imay saye this

is n lisense, an'1 of course they' wIi ldi

sjllil their play ly keeping tlit Ii' aiy
4ther 1 int tu I much in view : nut it

may easily Ile intied I that such 1 lerslns

dcli keep that joint rigi'll. even ail 14'ugh
many 4 1it them11 iV' aireli1111 miary ltir-
isli I say mainy: but also it lniay le
nticeli that, clintrary tit wIhat is the
case t11 Jrtin i', most i11, nut. The rule
is to pit the clii 4 iiilcum' 'nst ratively

1ehiiil the hall a nld at IinCe to strilke.
TO0 the tro, then, if Ile is gettinlti 11ll

well, 1 w 1111ld saw nthiig: hut if he
is not, a tierfectly stiff wrist will 144

much t14 reveal the secrets 14f approach-
ing. ( if c11unrse, 1111 11111 ch attelitim:11 to

and nisapprehllensil. of this point (as
of im 'st gI 1l'f secrets ) mrayv lead to

faults. The player may make wrist-
Ibe"iiiiiig [1p1ssi.ble by getting his hand
nuder the club, lir by laying the spare

enll of the shaft al 'ng his arm. le is
al s5 alpt 144 tuck his elbiiiww's into his
sides, amii' play as if they were
strapped t11 his ble, or. goilg to the
other extrellie ini orler tb gin e his left
arm free play, stick it out s'.' far that
the swing must be a slice. The 1rp er

positilon is eas v-the left hand I well
over the club: there is t lie i11 ett4 lrt

even if the umuscles fail ti do, the work
of bone. Prolialy an excised joint
wb ult h le misset. Iut it is effort,
111t elasticity {1f wrist. whiclh witld
givxe th le lllailled m1iaii iim actual ad-
vantage. As a rule, players talk and
think im re ai nbit the piisit in of the
ridgit than of the left hal ill ap-

Ibis is much tin 1ll tuat a sititemient. 1. 11.
Taylrr has clearly slihti n that gtot app1roacting
deel s chiefly upon the way in which the left
wrist turns and retuni, as the club is drawn
backwarol and fIorWards I tde ie Ilan's
" redt i iters and series of articles in C. B.
Fry', Ma azine 11rhm Jantuary t, May 11051
"A lerftectily siil' wrist," such as Sir Walter re-
cimnlenils 1tiulit ily he tdisastrous, but f11rt-
unately, it is impossible.
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poraching They iliscuIss wh betlher the
thiu11h Ilrght t+ ie wit the shaft [r
over it. t igilt iir DIiS. SI it it l" 2s the

iLb11 is cli set, t i the bid . these tiiiilIt s

(11, 11n1 St il t' ticb matters if the sliiit-
( lst 111 h i 1 tr;mte.

.\ppr achers if equal skill iltlulgie
in ;ll lie variatir ns. 1 itili, siime are

riot colnstalit It thei-r II- fanflcv st m1e-

timell a1:VInI the tllull h ,Ve'r, sutln1-
times dw t1 the shaft. As in driving.
the pilsitl 1 if the right ha1 1i a litint

toi- muIrch attendel 1li, that of the left
tIn littlc.

Whilst, as we have seen, in 4lriiing
a go hd deal if license is allowable in
the matter cif staiice-somte players

placing their feet parallel to the line cif
ire, soni 0ilh their hack a little to
it. sine with thei r lace-the last is the
Dily irt(r pPsiti.il Ior appr+Iacliing.

One has hut to take a Club in hand. and
the iecessityi fir this will niake itself
evident. Let the experimenter actually

pause after swinging back (say p two
feet. Stauding in the proper way,

thete will be no tendenicy oil the part
of the club to ivavr from its line. But
let him stan I stare, or in frout. and

swing back the same distance: the
position is stiff, alid it is ii [ticult to

avi descrilln g a 1o01p at the begin-

ning if the ret urn jiuriney.
A\ssimiig that th player has ac-

cepted thilt princiie that the length of
his mipp iroaelhes is ti ibe regulated by
distance of swing, he rit li s-ion to
I-ecimii pretty accurate fir distances
from wei I nyity-tive ti i i int hundred

yards, one wvoni I think. i\ h1 Iieit re-
m1aim 5, uitert;in is itie to malyv
causes Fir in ting, they do not

ailhere t+I the priucilpiki. At short dis-
tanlces th1ev are iicliniii t+ Swing las-
iil'. x1iiili rtaiy miri;Ills Ilali il_ \ an t
;vitil a ii r.is gri1i, Ir Ilse to swinIr tio

i , ti ind ;Mild It itI fIrt. At long
diii-I mhi- til- liwit rl ra hard. Now,

ii actqI ire acenui-acy. it must be realized

ihat al all distaiices the grip 1mst be
1il :iiii the m cl i tau ;t and that
the hall will Ie reachedr with mire im-

ettus, anil thtereftire hit harder for
c very ich the ehthi is drawn back.
Thll templtatitin t11 t1ver-stilie'n (,ne'-,
sel I, al f ircet ftil a lng approach,
can inly le resisted lyi careful watch-
r11g. There is a 1aitural tei le'ly to

ci ver a little t Ire distance by an

Ilime flitlre if txerti1i1I-Y ntiCken-
1ng if the swing, rather than by an
inch nl ire of it-leaing, if not

cieeCke to a habit of jerking which
renders tiihe regiilation of distainCe 11-

I tssibiie. This is a real difficulty;
Iithers are either self-made or title to

1g rance. I >ne of the latter, almost
urniversal Ivith tvris, is to attempt to

scii p the aIll tip itO tle air. N, thing
is imi re common than t>i see the face

if the irin after the shot, held up as
if for alms, whilst the ball is trundling
al ung the grouni. Let the golfer ever
renember that it is the lie of the club,
not a turn of the wrist, which is re-

sl -sible for the loft. S ilme men can
never make up their minds whether

they intend ti take the ball clean, or
lit shave i t a little turf with it. Hav-
iilg made a goid shot wvitll turf. they

reIgn late the swig accordingly, till ta
tflJe utist happen soimet iles., iow-
ever cne plays } they take to itnitich, or
make a gi 4.i l sh it clean. It matters

very little \ihethiler a player takes
grtottndi w ivith himill or not; but it be-

C 1c"es serif 1S if lie is Ilazy as to his
ititeiltionls. Again, the custom of

tisigi stolIetilleS a heavy irtin, scie-
ities a light i. vne, sometimes a Cdeek,

Sile times try N t l rul the ball, some-
times to lft it very high, ilostpies
the dad e l Ciparaiti xe certainty
imay be attainele What the uplayer
tlght ti thui is it keitle what civil, he
xi ill hablhilially ii se; whether he will
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take turf or not; note the heiglt if
his I.ift w hen he Iits as he means to,
and stick to this as Iis stan lard. This
diime. there ought to lbe not hiig t--
think -f, in nille shots out of ten, ex-
cept the e: igti iif swing necessary to
cover the distance, am d accurate hit-
ting.

The player who can make lofts from
normal lies to within a yard or so of
where he means, even althouigl he
f-o sles iii comi:uplicated situations, over-
runs ticklishIly-placed flags, or fails to
Ii ft steep hiilhocks, is more effective
than he who has as many styles, and
as many ivmns, as there are holes in
the green. A showy shot which comes

off should be hailedt as "godii fluke,"
and its player ought to thank Prov-
idence instead of snijljg rndl com-

placently. Do I mean that cue ought
ierely to thwack at the ball despair-

ingil whenever it is in a difficulty
Certainly not. But if it seems feasible
to play a fairish shut in a normal way,
that is better than to attempt anything
gaudy. If something exceptional must
be tried, let it be as slight a modifica-
tion as possible of orthodox play-let
it be a deduction from it. (> ut Of a
cup one's natural inclination is to try
to spomn the ball, from long grass tO

mow it, against wind to force it. The
g i fer ought to ignore cups, grass, or
wind as natural features. reducing

each to terms of yards. There are
very few lies which it is not the best

policy to treat in this way. So long as
there is an even chance of getting the
ball to within twenty yard'is of the hole
by irdinary means, fancy shots ought
nit tp be undertaken, f-r 1here is little
d ml it that the latter oFteiier fiil than
sneccteld, I do not meie':in that priti-
ciue: c in the shiwimr hii, us of ap-
proaceies is imps issible. Many a player
makes himself the talk if the green
fir a seasi in by hiis MnarveIIins power

of lofting a hall k- as to lie where it
alights; but invariahiv the i-n with
which this is done breaks; r. in sonie
Sither way, tlit prnil owner of it loses
his ;blrvrmal skill. and the last state
~f that mian is w irse than tie first.

I s practice of 'i approaching in the
simplest way has been aband 1' 'ne.l for
this more fickle masterliness. and you
see him toppjing, pulfing, missing, with
cleeks, irons. mashies, in the vain et-
fort t@ strike 'ut a new roal to glory.

It may seem unnecessary to inl sist
so iuch 1pol1 aitythig 51 a, self-evident
as the necessity of adherirg to one
siiple mode of approaching ; but it is
requisite, unless preaching is Vain.
The temptation to indulge in varia-
tions is alniost irresistible. The devil
seems to hover over the golfer, and
ever to whisper ill his ear, "Try this.-
or "Try that." He listens to the
tempter. It w-nl.l le so nice if he
slid chop it up in the air mtt of that
hole, and lay it dead. "It may rise,"
he thinks, "whilst it will only look like
a 11uke if it scuffles lip within hling,
played in the ordinary way. He

yields, tries, and odds are it oes but

a few yards, eliciting the well-known
cry of repelitance, " ougit not t.: have

tried it."
Take another case. The hole is just

beyon d a bunker. Playing prnperly,
yi.,1t must run past The temptation to
lay the in lack, or to put a spin on
from the heel, or to deaded the fall by
hitting oft the p 'it, or to employ
soi new system lately patented. is
very great. That it is not the game

is pr-veil by the secret jov experi-
ertcel when al adversary ann nirices
his intente n of miaking one cf these
shiivv attenipt s. Eveii in a score
game, six shiits behid and thl-ec holes
from111 hi me, the tlimlies ff hope begin
t- licker in \4iir sulky lusoin.

\hhugh rair than gilfers make

' = :
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them, there are iccasi is when fancy
shots aret worth ti ng. i )r instance.

if a bui iker is Ibetween us an1 the

hole, danger beymiid it. an no chance

nf even a half ritlress we are ili ill tw-o,
thi hicll 111mst be loftec Irigh or else

sptnri. Some placers, ili these circi m-

stances, use a lofted iron in the usural

way, others try to ia bialck an 'rdin iry

one. Bth1 siits are ilifficult : but, tU'

my thinking, that with the special Iv

umale club is the riskier. It must strike
the haill wi ith absplte precisi in. If

taken t4 o thick. the shape of the clrb

makes it (li-e into the groirni, and

in i the hall a y ardi~i; to,, clean, it wil

skim it a htuire.l yaris with the faree

that won l ira e l fiedl it lifty. La ing

hack the in 'n is ii, t s5 uncertain if

pr lerl1 diii .i )lie way not to do it
is ti play air ordinhary appro 'ach shot.

the face p f the lb p' Pint ing upwards-

A top is as certain ais if, in riviiig oi

the tee, y u pose the lead instead of

the sole 'i? the jilay-ciub on the

goirmi1+. I-Irperly. the laying back is
nit 1 ire l1 I-lling the club roer i 'i

its lreel, liut by puttirtg it in dlie

gproinil in a-lvaiiee of the hanpis, and

( this is lire imtl' irlntir poiiit) draw1i1g

it back ahllrr.1 st all -g the I tr 11uth. So

lw- inist the swing be that if made
frll lwlich it never is for this shot),

it w or li be roind the waist instead

'f o ier th sh anber. In this shot the

1all must he swept away, not cut or

1ipped. Thre will lie a spin in the

ball, hlt woe to the player who at-

tempts to increase this spin with a
turn -f the wrist ! There is no reason
wiry reat certaintyv in this shot should

nit lie attainled. 11iieed. it is a fa1'-
ite with mntaiy at fomn fifty to twenty

yards. brit its applicatiln is limited tO

clean lies, and lies in s ft grass. as is
tle use (f tire 1-fted iIr 'ii. It is use-

less to trt it nin a hard green, still

w' re so fl-mn1 a hail lie. i-It wever

ti htly the culb he grasped, the atti-
t1 Ie is nt a'laptel for fi 'cring ;.t hall.
Attempted in a hunker, the result is
atlnst invariably v isastr 'rs. _\ talie-

spor ful 1f samn1 is trp uillch for tile

sir iii zest amiis. 4

iTaylor's method of playing thi" hot is in

ple and affectie. Stand facing the left if the
h lie with right foot well advanced. Place club

with rte slightly pointing outwards and then
take your grip, i'lay your ordinary stroke
varied in the rirawijack according t1 distance and
hitting ,omiewhat off the heel. The effect of the

opposing influences if siance anal club will pro-

duce a nstrai' ht and loited I ball.

To be ac teipl/jle;ii/. ,J
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