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THE ART OF GOLF
By Sir Walter Simpson, Bart.
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PART II.

CHAPTER ViII.

1r Al'PROACHI NG.

There is another fanlcv shot which
ditfers 1i erly frnIIm the last except ill

respect 01 results. It mllay 1.w played

at all times instead c f the dter, whiilst
friii a had lie it is the onl waV 1
know of to loft a ball. In this shot
the club is lifted inore neari straight
up than in a normal one, Crashing into
the turf behind the hall. But there is
inore ti attend to. \Vhv many fail at
this blow is that, when Illother earth

interferes with the completiin of the
segmi'nent of their circle. they subnit.
To succeed, the player must filhow the
ball, ti it in the same curve that he
swept dowi Ii it, which is impossible,
but as best he can. This best will
he an ellipse. It is wonmlerful how
beautifhilly the enemy will spout
into the air. .\ ming all these shots,
which are loose ly described as w rist-
shiots, this is the unlne = in wh Iiicir
the wrists legitimiatet conC into plIav,
To get the club, as it w ere, ritind the

corner, alter the gr111111 is reaihed,
there murnst be a twist fri umi thim. The
disadvantage of the slih t is th;t. even

from goonI lies,. the. listace is ex-

tremely i iftienlt ti reguiate. It will

fail altigether if anything but a stirng

blow le struck. Still imaflv will re-
inciiiher the wind iilerful accuracy Jani i
Anlers' n acqlired ili it some years

ago, hittiirg a full bniw at all dis-

Iances, and r'egl atingr the length 5f
Illis left bV tie inc~hes if turf hle tfi Pk

1belimi1 the hall. in a bunker this shot

is also useful t a ijiblick, or imashy. ii1

cilturs ', being1 lthe Weap i n empioyed )

b etteir perhaps than the irrlinary Jig.
Iy it a hall mliay . if nlecessar'. le lofted
higher. aid, what is still mi ore to the

plint, it will ftell lie got tit 1f a deep

clip. ill which the c1mmn in thud woull

.erely bury it.

When the ball is close to a straight

face, a shot somiewhat like this last
may, in desperation. be attempted.
'The club is lifted nearly straight up.

and brouzhit dmwn with a crash an
inch or so behind it, as if the onty in-

tentioi were to split O)en the ground.

There shiunil be un' attcipt to f(lllxw.
Soentinmes t I say iemplhatically sonie-

times f the hall will sp it up into the

air in a marvelIons iaiinner. This shot

Caiin. it 011i1C OffC except out Of loose
sand.

.\ stvle of appiiach i ften emiiplyed

is rnnning the Mall with the iron.

either al'ig the groulind, =1r i erv little
an iec it. When this is altcitmpted. it is

cusi i mary t'I tuircm in the cllb face. 1¾y

so ti 1111ig, the lay er gets the setillm t
if his inteiitin: i 11ti that is all T Ile

t1u rning of the ir in alire wil 1111t Ini

a tal. The essential thing is that the

player lie well over the 1halt, and his
hands slightly ill advance of it-in
fact, just as far from rthe "juste
un/wa" at 2 one side, as they are
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at the ither v hen lhe attempts
to "lay back" the irfn ll It is

necessary tip point out i that the posi-

tin i .f the hatiIls. lit the tur ing iii

of the club, is the essential thing iii

this slit, because. althouli oi jj the
latter iincliiies one to 1h e fLrmii-er, the
one is quite p1 issible without the other.
( Let me observe parenthetically that
merely tiriil the tie of a club. ini or
tit. is tf no effect in any shot, except
to ci nvert a priperli made t=o1 into a
bad one. Placing the club t tnt t f its

proper p ,sitiin is simple fill., unless

it be part of the result of the 1111ide of
address. not an isiolated contortil)
Our player. then, has taken his posi-
tion for a skliiliing apprmch. I[ is
hans arc well in front, the club face
turned in-not to keep the hall low.
but partly because it now naturally lies
that way, plrtly because that \vay of
resting it makes it a more upright
club for the ni nce--and uprightness.
we have seen, is conducive to low tra-
jectory. A commoin mistake is now to

jerk--the thing, of all others, which
ought not to be done. Jerking raises
a ball. The cltb sholld rather be
dragged, the wrists rigid, the grip ex-

cessively firm. From rough ground
near the hole. or on a bad putting-
green, this shot is very useful. Many
prefer it tip an ortlinarv loft at short-

ish distances. the latter being more
difticnlt ihiin, say. thirty yards than

when the player has further to carry.
There are si re who employ it for all
approaches. ant I xx ith gtod effect, too.
These v,1 Iay rec giire by their
stance. which is often stquare ior even

iii front.

There are hour clubs used for ir-
diliary apprllach wti irk-the luiter, the

seek. ilte int'i inrlld th( lli ie .

{'This 14o rine is cunfrm -1 1y all csertt snit
INh -mild

The first F cIourse, can only he used
in very flat ground. I ,tg pntts, and
the putters there f, are much despised,
A ultt if sixty yards laid lead causes
;n ger i r laughter, according to the
temp Ier Iif the at lversarv. 1 gut I am
ieturnd toi sav that tiose who are well

practiced in "'skeliing" titen call
forth the exhibition of one or other of
these f rmms of elmitio n. The worst of
this mode of approaching is that.
solier or later, it undermines the con-

stltti nil of the most delicate and val-

uiahle club in the set: whilst to carry
tw pitters-one as a whipping-boy

-is uliWise. They caniit be made
exactly alike, and, even if they are
liearly so hesitating between the two

at interlilediate distances is apt to put
a play es ptting powers out tif gear.

Cltek approaches do not lay your
respectability open to doubts like long

putts. which have the same odor of
meanness as the '"sneak" of boxs'

cricket. Although for the most part
low, they are not absolutely crawling
things. They have one distinct advan-
tage over iron approaches. The cleek,

lofting low, can he used at greater
distances than the iron. thus bridging
over that rather wild country which
lies between a full leek or spoon shot
and the approach proper. But the
cleek has little else to recommend it as
against the iron, which. played with
equal skill, is in most circumstances

more effective. The least hillock will
catcli and kill a cleek approach. whilst,
even in the absence of such obstruc-
tions, the run at the finish is neces-
sarilv so kilg. that the chances of
stoipping or turning humps are greatly
increaseil. Soie people will object
that there is as iuch chance of a lucky
as tof anl unlucky fall, Theis is noi t so.
Nature dies liot smile upjon golf. Be-
1i1, it in ni.:o , sle is i Im re apt to 1 1
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pose ibstruction thani to further nio-

tion. The sleek approacher is conse-

qtue'itl prv erbial for grmIzibhing at
his lck. Whllen til win° cast tirns
his hall, he is the worm that turns .
More ver, the trajectory of a cleek
shot is so [ow, that the least shade of

top will prevent the ball from rising
at all, and then it will cling t" the
ground and go half-way. From an
iron, a shot one degree too low is still
in the clement it was meant to tra-
verse, not in grass, which has double
as much resistance. "1tnt my leek
is as much lofted as an iron., is what
~ne ~ften hears. No doubt it is. Most
cleeks are. It is not the difference of
lay. hut of shape, which governs their
respective lofting powers. A leek, to
loft as high as an iron of tile same
lay, woid require to be thicker on the
sole than they usually are, and as
sharp as a knife on its tpper edge.
Even then its height of loft wond he
very ticertain. The change in thick-
ness of metal frnm below upwards be-
ing so sudden, a microscopic variation
in the height ~f impact would materi-
ally alter the amount of loft. In short,
it is the depth of face, not the lay,
which causes the difference in exect-
tion between a leek and an iron. Cer-
tainly a more li-ifted dleek niight ie
used. But such a weapon would in
no respect be better than an iron, and
would have the drawback of all laid-
back clubs, a subject already noticed.

For approaching, the iron is oii the
whole the best cluI. vet devised, and
the one inot in favor with players
It is suppsed to be a very difficult
thing t~ get a good iron. This is not

the case. alti ii 4gh it is very commnon
to see men iwners of, and proud of,
very bad ones, which vastly 1icTrease
their diiticulies in approaching. Thuis
is because they set their a ffections on
a wrong sty le ~f cliu. It is usual co

carry two lirns- a llwa\ \or driving.
a light fi 'r ;qq pr,,aching. iThis nolen-
enrtnr 1kets mien 'ii the vr nig sceint
fri i the begilning The two riught

to be ca lie! the drivinig and the azp-

pr eaching if ir. without this (as f hold
erri ine uns dig imiatic refterence to

their comparative weights. Whether

a driving iran ought to be heavy or
light, or wliether it ought to be car-
ried at all, is a matter for individual
taste to decide. But there is no

greater mistake than to have a light
"liclit iron." To say what weight it
sh ol! be is impossible, so much de-
pcicus upon the player's style and
build. Roughlyv, it may be stated,
Ii weve r, that all iron lighter than a
driving cleek is simply a useless toy.
Lrror in the direction of heaviness,
whilst less coilmoil, would be less
fatal.

The Inv of an appriaching iron, at

well as the weight, is a matter i f im-
portance. [f too straight in the face.

it either wviil nit carry over bunkers
and hazards, or else its owner will be

led into a habit of jerking. in order to
make it do so. . n the other hand, a
much lofted irOn is very difficult to

use. Unless the ball be struck with

absolute precision, it either iigs into
the ground, or hits with its edge. A

T11i'l i m aImnon nt of lft is best. By
merely looking at the club. it is imn-
possible to decide whether its lay is
right or not. An upright club for the
saime work requires more pitch than
a flat one, experience proving that (as
already insisted in ) the more upright
a club is the lwer its trajectory.

A gain. the thicker the sole is in pro-
lportiioin ti the 1up. the higher it will
send the ball. '[he inper way to de-
(i( whether an ir on has the right lay
or nit is to try it. If a half-topped
shot travels fur-tier thian a in fted ne
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tver tili'itr i irf. the eltili has too
much pitch; if the 'pp nsite happens,
it has toi little. It ixveter piretty atI
instrtnetit. t'\ ats 'ever great man

it may have bel irigedl, reje't it, and
pi1Ck n;iew tine hnt ill a slapS

ClllPTElR IN.

T t I the begi ner puitt tig seems
the least ititeresti ng part of
the game. It feels mean to go

lribling and creeping ip to a little
hi le, whilst a teeing-ground, from
which xi iu mav drive the ball tin-

klown distatnces irto space, is real '
close b. The rabbits in the bents
ick at it, rushing into holes of about

the same size at liealli ngt speed, an1d

with perfect ease. Like other things,
essentially fi dish itn theniselves, such

as preaching. pleading, feeling pulses,
etc., putting becomes attractive in pro-
portion to the skill acquired in it. The
yuing player will tell von that he can-
ntot putt a 1iit. as comiiplacetitly as man-
kind in geieral ci iplimeiit them-

selves on having bad ilemories. N t
so the experienced gilfer. His putt-

ing is a feather with which to tickle
his lug.

That piutters. like pts. are lorn
not made, is a cmiii in fallacy which

As tl approaching with the iron it is possi-

le to lay down a few rules -omewhat more defi-
nite Than Sir Walter attempt:. The chief thing
to determinc i, whether you wish vur [all to

have pitch anil run or bitch only. The begin-
ner is greatl :iggravatei by the nay lhi ball
persists in Iravelling after it gets list ilie lile.
Even % len lhe tried tm esilt-ulate for the pitch he
often fnd-, the run of the tall tremientou while
to pitch hi, hall lead seems the most lificult Of
ar11.. The following uggestiri-. na hilp hil.
Fir pitch ani run tile hands ih s ull ibe -,ne-
What in advant'e of the Iall; in itlr words the
sihA ,hlt + Itld fiorm an wlle an'le with the lio

.1 II, ,+ t ,11 I I lk;. t -ill .li M

pre ell s m n\ 0Mi IW 41ani miasters

if thte art. It is also ;I general oplilioti

that to putt yon oiily requn ire to putt,
ant1 that there is ui ntiling easier than to

do so with the middle .if the club. If
von heel, toe, top, 'r draw a putt, you
are acenseri of gross, wilful careless-
ness. The iniserable man whose
driving has gone wrong sets to work
ti amen d his style. The putter at
fault blames himself fur not using his
eves ni1 mre carefully. or else he gives
up Urw t11e dav. on the grouind that his
liver is out f or'ier. There is here a
fallacy. I iki iv it say that one ought

ni t to consiler a seimii-imiss with a

plittcr wicke1, but it is t' it worse than

the seine crime with a play-club--nay

more than fainliiig t~ thread a needle
is elitihusier than nising a nail with a
hammer. Nay, in my pinion, it is nOt

so bad. Of the two, to lilt clean with
a driver is the easier ilperation. With
the latter the main ihiiig is to la- on.
There are iftv styles in whicl this can
he done. wlhilst, with the f riner, there
are at m ist tvo or three.

flesidts, for putting. a well-balanced
elub is albisolutelyv essential. I am in-
dlned to go further, and add that it
iust be made of wod. It is trite that

sore hile out w-nmierfully with dleeks,
others even with irons. But. by the
shade of manyv a lost match, they are

pitch with a minimum of run the lands Should
he iehini the Iall, the shaft ferming an obtuse
angle with the tite ,f flight. For pitch and run
the 1,all lies nearer the right foot, Fhr pitch alone
it lit> tieater the lefl f[t t. °E r ptitch and run
the weight is transferred from right leg to leli
leg in the 'rdinary may ; for pitch alone it re-
mains alnst wholly on the right. Finally for
pitch and run the right ucrist turns leftwards
over the left wrist in the follow through in the
usual manner, less prmnounced of course, as the
'listance required i smiller . but in the pitch the
right wrist remains tn ler and does not turn
o-er lektar.s l rhe face f ih chiao r Ih
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bad when they go off ! Many imen al-

ways putt with wood; few, never.

The user of iron admits the inferiirit

of his weapon by carrying a putter I11
fall back upon when his falcy club

fails him.
1 have just sail there are, at most.

two or three attitudes in which goo 1
putting is pissiile. I am inclined try

he Ilure ditigmilatic, aui to assert th-A
there is but one. hie player must
stand oil, half facing the 1h1ile, the
Weight on the right leg. the right arm

cltsv to the sile, the 1all nearly tippo-
site the right foot. To putt stalnding
square, the arms reached (it, is as

difficult as to write vithcrut laying a

tinger on the iesk.
The idea that a putt is merely a

shorter approach shlilt is one which
must be got rid ' f. Approaches are

played with a swing, li iliger or shorter,
accorling to distance. A pgutter is not
swung, hit passed i over the grind.
It is a coionun thlinl for a profe-
siolnal caddy, under special circum-
stances, to put an iron into vour hand
near the hole, and to say, "Play as if
you were playing with a putter."
Those who apprehend the shot know
that they are toi give the ball a sort of

puish. Al ainy players, howev''r, putt

With a swing. It is necessarily a very
short rne, and they are popularly de-
scribed as "llippinig their putts."

From start to finish of a properly

played putt there mutist be no free play
of muscle. The pttter must be gtlidei

all the time it Is ill miltii n, as lwuich as
the artist's pencil in drawing a straight
line. II time, andii by practice, dri vinY
may beIomie partly mechanical, and
halls le cleain hit alillost tliicoi-

sCiouisI y. YI ia v ay ieCOie a dringyiil

iil ni it lu lnuig mi acllie. .\Matter

can he fashie d int r a cp clck, b ut not

ilitI a ipiurtrait ji0iiter. ft is Iecatise
hi lint4-ilIlut is a lhiiiimali act that nolit

ever bNc rme infallihle f' 'r evvii the1
shcrtest I istances.

\\itii larrowt limits thrr is a
Ch'i r e If styies 'if gi41 p ttiug. It
may le diI eihnirely fri mi the wrist,

tr.IIm tilt shu nlher, r l a comib ine'i

usc of all tihe armi-ilts. It matters

little which of hese maliliers e
adopted, st li mg as it is adhered to and

persevered with in pr speritv and ad-
versity. But, lh wc'evr old a plavr

yi "I are, hIiwever gil iil other re-
spects, if y-in are putting with a jerk
ir swing. a fresh -art vMu l c worth

wIlil,.
A great secret if steady putting i

to make a point of always "sclafng"
alt rug the gron 1. Tiv best putters
ii this, althoughi it is not evident to an
in 1 la'r, the urrise of the scrape being
inaudil ne. TIP Ire sure of the exact spot

en the putter face which is invariably
ti come in coIntact with the ball, is, of
course, essential to the acquirement of
accuracy. If You play to hit clean,
i itr pu11tter must pass above the

gr 1n1d at vat-Yinlg heigilts, as it is im-

o ssibeC t1 inte I w i, much air there is
ibPetwveen it and the turf. It the other
way yi )t feel y itr roal. But the
-reatest gaiil frim 'I treating puptting as
a sclafi- pri pce:s is the less delicate
manipulatriln required wheni short

puts arc ill jllestiiill. At a foot and a
half from the htile the cleaii putter
often fails, from incapacity to grad-
nate inches fit weakliess, whilst the
selaffer succeeds btecaise he is dealing
with coarser weight sensitiveness.

( ~ tic rort':n aid.)
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