
THE COMPLETE GOLFER
By Harry Vardon. Concluding Notice. By Hon. R. Stanley Weir.

\ a;ird. has an i eterainim g chapter
.i1n '"t i in An erica." anii describes
his fam'ils tt'ur of ioxa. 1l Iclares
that he was not surprised at the vic-

tory of Mr. Travis in 1904, and re-
members playing with him five years
ag . \t that time he formed a high
opiii iun +f Mr. Travis' capabilities,
and when he heard that the nierican
anatetir w1'as gi kg to Sandwich made
him his "tip" for premier Honors. "I

saw himn play 1n that memorable oc-
casion, which will never be forgtren
as long as amy of the events of golfing
history are remembered, aml. iII Op-
position to the pinlilrls of 'ther Irit-
isli critics expressed in many eduin s

oif print d1uring the weeks fo tvili",
it wvas and is my abs 'lute convictii in
that his was the best - lIf played in

that ttturnament, and that he thor-
ongbly ld eserved to win. Inci'lent-
all., \ aron bids the British amateur
wake up. being 4f opi nit i that Irit-
i'-h aimateur gOlf has fallen oft since

ti days when Fre]ly Tait, Ball, and
Iiiit 11 were in their I'rimle. If wa rns
his c'11mp1at1I1' its that' an ithr :\lieriCall

iiitaill may mean a-Ictller ritish
dc eat.

\ar in has written ain interestillg

chapter upon his experiences in

America in 1 ") andI has a higher
opinion of both the present and future

of gril1f on this conitilient than is crimi-
111n11i ield, as he remarks, 1wv manYl
eL ii n-nt playrs in r itaili. It is 1l-

terstin- 1c) lote tnt lie formed,\ when

ieri, a Ilatterinlg opinion if 1 lr.
Trnvis' skill as a gil fir, having piaye'

agailis himi ni llr ' ' ' ' t wire, nlliti wihel

21 r. Travis went to Sandwich to com-

pete fIr ipreier hintors, \ ardon re-

ports that he made a prediction to
many fricin is in the ft li inig teris:

"lark mv worrs ; if Travis gets any-
thing like a fairly easy draw to start

with he will o rialt throuah."

"I saw him play on this memorable
I 1CC'si10," c' 'ntintes Vardon, "'which

will never be forgotten as long as anv

4f the events of p lting history are re-
miemb tereti, ald, in opip' sitiotn to the

iIniniis of British critics expressed

in muiany columns during the weeks

ft tiltvilg. it was and1 is mv absoIute

ctn icll tt i'n that his was tle 1est golf
played in that tournament and that he
tilriulgiyl I> deserved1 t':' win."

Such an opinion 'tilght to be con-

clusive as to the enrits of Mr. Travis'
gime at SantIwich in -)0-4. I the

way, it is relevant to the famous

_All\ericali victtory to mentiOn that in

\ a IIo'; 11 Ignent the Sandxw ich
links is the best to lbe fondl alny-

511+.'r[. The carries retuil-ell are long.
Ib11t nm it tro long: the greens are good
,lni well gnarled: a foozletI sh It calls

fi excel tional skill in rece erin g, and
gI li I strokes are never plnliSii 1h

Ihe' SclnI place amll' 'ng the

ciurses Cr links, 'ardon woul I give
to P'restwick. with its Hinalayas and

Alps. 11 'iake is a good course but
with a few c quite tame holes- 1uirfi eld
is g i, lit is itli thi flat side and
lacks sami holes, St. \n'irews is
tittl in ge rli , lit its 11iliulkers are

1'atliy placed: they punish tile man
w lii is ' ri ving well more than the
man wh( is drivilxg l ytibili, for they
are 01 tiln placed at the lelgtlh of a
g(Mil tri xe. lhe elt'ventth hole. how-
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ever, Vardon prI[iiii it-s the best one
shot hle tt be fiumi imywhere. Nt t
the least probtable part if \ardlon's
book is that includ'ed in th chapter
entitlel "S m- ;eneral Ilints." Here
is excelleint 8lvict Emil c. oiment upon
the ethies and etiquette of the rame
aid iitich excellcut practical a'Ivice.
It ilay be of ieii Crest to) mianly to

learn that \ ardn prefers the spliced
it scare l clul t tie s cket Olnes

that he al wiay s uses braces in pref-
erelce ti a belt. \\^hen a man

flays in a belt he has an unaccus-
tomi eI sense Of 14 iseieis5. hir a sill-

ilar reas n \ ard 14411 iies lint advise a
gulfer to play without is c'at ev en

)1 the warmest day, if lie wants to

plav ils best galme. The reader will
lull himself greatly entertained lby the
cr'cecdiiyi~i practical and val uablle atI-

ice ' iiven der this capti ,ii an .
mllllarCLly wl fibud the tall; ah-tit "Cail-

di e till Cmmli14 iiiy good. Ine of the
best of the st res is of a caddie whn
was taking especial pains in cleaning
hi, master's clubs. "\\hat 're ve dnin'
teanlili them clubs 54 grand :" en-

'(irld a comrade. The caddie was
iii." regular attendant of an old golfer

I11 1 had hail a mlst disastrous hay,
1141 this was how Ile (Ivul ed1 the bit-

icr truth. "I'm to clean 'em better
than ever." said he. "And when I've
cleaned 'viii Ive ;tat to break i'em

across my knee. And then I've got

to chuck 'em in the bloomin' river."
In concluding this brief survey of

Vardon's hook we can sincerely pro-
ilihilniCe it as probaily the best all-
ritiid golfing nianal that has yet ap-

peared. It possesses the inlmense ad-
vantage of being thoroughlv suffused
by a thorou-ghly v andid and natural

spirit. 11 ere are no cold artificial rules
for pla ing the galme, but an entlin-
siastic. practical and personal exposi-
tion of it. Sonlething there seems t`i
be in the roval and ancient game that
brings out much that is most attrac-
tive in human nature. Everybody will
think more highly of the miodest but
super-excellent golfer who visited us
ive years ago after reading tiese en-
gaginigi pages. That Vardon has
abatedi n thing ill his lkive of the gan:
i very evident from many a line in

hi .lti k, and not less evident from liis
ciwlu lding words written in the spring
t the year : "What anticipation is
more glrionsly i o fll than that of the
man h li handles his driver oil th:
first tee on a bright niorning f the
springtimi ! He has all the round, an d
all the day, and all the sprilg and
Sulmllier aunl antumilln before 111111. And

1it this m cmen-nt another spring is

ireaking brightly, and the gil f that is
he fore us promises to le as iiome iuts
adif soul-satisfying as any that has
gitne before."
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