
THE TWO SWINGS IN GOLF
BEING NOTES ON GOLFING THEORY

By R. Stanley Weir

Golf Faulis Illustarted. By G. IV. Bedlam, and J. H. Taylor, Charles
Scribner's Sons, New York.

Golf for Girls. By Cecil Leitch. Georg Newnes, Limited, London.

The Nezo Book of Golf. Edited by Horace E. Hutchinson. Longmans Green
& Co., New York.

Iow to Plaq Golf. By Harry Vardon. Geo. W. Jacobs & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

The Golfer's Tip Book. By G. D. Fox. The Musson Book Co., Toronto.

Advanced Golf. By .James Braid. Geo. 11. Jacobs & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

(Continued fromz last month)

What we have written about the
downward blow explains how often the
professional with his irons and some-
times withl his woods has a very limited
fallow-through. It also explains the
foozles and perplexities of his pupils
who obediently try to tack on a follow-
through of the one pattern to every
stroke. Let me say, however, that the
downward stroke does not at all con-
note a stiff cleaver-like performance.
It is as carefully timed, as rhythmi-
cally delivered as the more familiar
stroke firstly described. Let me
add that it is the stroke em-
ployed when turf is properly taken;
the meaning of which is that the
ball being struck before the bottom of
the swing is reached, the club naturally
follows slightly into the ground. There
is no virtue in taking turf qua turf.
As Miss Leitch very shrewdly re-
marks: "Taking turf is the effect rather
than the cause of a good iron shot.,

It is one of the common-places of
golf that anything more than a half-
swing with an iron club is useless and
dangerous. James Braid, in particular,
is very emvhatte in insisting that at
the finish of a full iron stroke the club
should rise very little if anything above
the horizontal. Unless one delivers a
downward blow it will be found im-
possible without seriously jarring one's

arms to arrest the club at the point de-
sired by the author of "Advanced
Golf"; but, taught to deliver such a
blow the stroke is so easy that one
wonders the hint was not given by the
eminent master. Nevertheless, one
7nay play a full iron with good results
by an ascending blow if the lie be
good, the wind favorable and the proper
stance and swing be adopted.

The ascending blow, I would repeat
is ordinarily confined in its use to fa-
vorable conditions of wind and lie. I
say ordinarily, because Taylor some-
times uses it to escape from sand. If
lies were always good and the wind al-
ways behind us, golf would be a sim-
pler game. The advantage and neces-
sity of the descending strokes appear
chiefly when winds are adverse and the
lie is bad. At the same time, however,
it is clear that with a favorable lie we
may attack the ball with either kind
of stroke. It may safely be advised
that, as a general rule, the best results,
both for distance and direction, with
iron clubs are got by means of the
downward blow. I recall a certain hill-
top green, a full iron shot distant,
which I could never reach and stay on
until I adopted the downward stroke;
but it needs conviction to play up a
hill by playing downward! Suppose
it is a long tee-shot that con-
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