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Stratford vs. Woodstock

OODSTOCK golfers motor

over to Stratford on Junetl
6th and ‘had a most enjoyab

and very close mateh with the players «
that place. The visitors speak ver

Stratford course. The score:
STRATFORD WOODSTOCK

Dloyd wa ae od HOSSITOs A es 2
BUGC1G Ria awh WATKGESS \tepetecsec: ;
Maller ~.d5ccaneawe SAIN... ower es l
Nem yth? ccc 2 Heath=s.05 5... I
Melee se Oe. Kup pic dc owt.’ |
Kay ; .....1Y% ~Lounsborough ...1!
Ballantyne ......114 Wihitbyah weet: 1

Maynard ........1)4 Clayton sacs... 1

Macdonald aie Stone Werane ne» 2

Martin: 0A tao WiISON cosas. (
Copus preven oy Stokeses. tere =... 2

Total ieee Total 77st: .

TIMING THE BALL
4 ‘*Give Us Some Time to Bl
4 the Man Down’’—Old Chanty.

4 By Robert Stanley Weir, Montreal

]

} A} precise significance of thi
H topic will, I hope, soon appear:
: I write. I do not proposeto (i

cuss that nice co-ordination of mov

highly of their reception and of th

iS

ment which goes by the name of Timing
the Stroke. Much, indeed, has been wi
ten about that, and will, doubtless, c

for example, does a well-struck golf b
with an aerial flight or carry of, s:
200 yards, remain in the air? How|
is a proper iron or mashie shot, aj
from the run of the ball on reaching

ground? These are interesting q|
tions. Some may regard them as
little practical import ; just as someg
ers thought that the late Professor Ta

enquiry into the nature of the fligh
a golf balll very proper for student

physics but otherwise of no value or
terest. None of the phenomenaatt:
ing to the flight of golf balls, how:
should be disregarded by players of
game. The more we knowabout s
phenomena the more wetrain ours‘
to observation, the more intelligent
golfers do we become, the greater
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tinue to be written; but little if anythin:
has been written about the duration «
a well-hit golf ball’s flight. Howlong,
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comes our pleasure and ourefficiency.
It is elear that some balls (dealing

just now with full shots), are driven
with lower trajectory and greater run

than others; but whether balls with a
low trajectory represent a better type
of golf than balls with a high or a med-
ium trajectory is perhaps a moot ques-

tion and need not be considered here.

Granted that when balls are well struck
a certain relation between height and

earry should be discoverable, there is
doubtless a happy meanas to the height
to whichthe trajectory should soar. But
the skillful golfer will take account of

ultimate hazards and will, in certain cir-
cumstanees, seek good loft with a modi-
fied or minimized run; and in other
cases where no hazards intervene and a
maximum distance is desied, he: may
alter his methods. Weare told, for ex-
ample, that Harry Vardon prefers to
play his big shots for all ‘‘carry’’ and
even with a touch of slice so as best to
insure an accurate alighting of the ball

and little run. Such a method of play
should afford admirable opportunities
for timing the duration of aerial flight
or ‘‘earry,’’ and I trust that records of

such may be madeavailable soon. The di-
rect utility or otherwise of such observ-
ances need not, however, give us much

concern. Let’ us enjoy ourselves in the

simple pleasure of counting the seconds
which golf balls require for their ex-
quisite flights and look for utility after-
wards.

On Saturday, Novemberthird, I went
out to Kanawaki and got Albert Murray,
professional there, to play me a number
of shots up and down wind with his
driver and mashie. The day was cold
and raw, and Albert who had just re-

turned from ten days’ duck-shooting on
Lake St Francis was slightly handi-
sapped by cold hands and some extreme
weight of clothing; however, as will be
seen, he was able to despatch highly
creditable balls in all respects. Albert
has a theory to which he holds  ten-
aciously, that balls havé, owing to the
different atmospherie conditions, more

carrying power in summer time than in
the denser air of autumn. That longer
carries can be got in July than in, say
November, is not to be disputed, but
whether this be due to any difference in
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the impalpable ether or to the way in
which one’s bodyis diversely affeeted by
heat and cold; in other words, whethe:
the difference is, not in the air but
‘rather in the player, is perhaps worth
considering. Another professiona!|
friend of mine, not a golfer, it is true, in
clines to the latter doctrine, but Albert
may be quite right for all I know.
The result of the experimental shots

delivered by my professional were in
teresting and in some respects surpris
ing. Let me say that I was accompanied
by my friends Harry Birks and H. §
Philips, who timed the shots by means
of a first-class stop watch, which split
the seconds into fifths and was clos
enough for my purpose, the timing being
reckoned from impact to the drop of the
ball. Two of us were provided with
sharp pointed stakes, and, watching the
balls as they came to us where we stood

down field, we marked the spot where
each alighted and determined the dis
tance afterward. The course from the
tee outward was already markedbyside
posts showing the 100, 150 and 200 yard
distances, so that the measurement of
the odd yards was a simple matter.
The first shots were with the driver

down wind, which I had no means of
measuring, but it was, while not a sea-
side breeze, quite perceptible and fairly
strong. I have since ascertained from
the Observatory at McGill Universit)
that the velocity of the wind there at th
same hour was 24 miles per hour, and
this maybe takenas sufficiently accurat:
as to conditions at Kanawaki, whichis no!
more than ten miles distant from Mont
real. The Thermometer stood at about
37° Fahrenheit, so that we did not wast
any time over our work. The wind,|
daresay, assisted the carry of the ball
but as to this I have no comparative dati
some day I hope to procure themso:
to decide whether, and if so to what e
tent, a following winds helps a ball ini
flight.

I now give the distances and duratio
of carry of seven shots played by Albe
with his driver.
The ShotsLength of Carry Duration of Cai
One 220 yards 54/5 second
Two DV esfis 5 2/5 if
Three 2221288 Asoo 54/5 i
Four 203. « B/D at!
Five 225 ‘* (a beauty 54/5 bé
Six 197 2/3** 51/5 ef
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Our watch does not appear to have been
able to register differences in time of
fight where the difference in distance
was 6 or 8 yards. Thus, balls which ear-
ried 220, 222 and 225 yards areall timed
at 5 4/5 seconds; and those which ear-
ried 187 and 197 2/3 yards wereregis-
tered alike at 51/5 seconds.

We next proceeded to anotherhole, or-
dinarily requiring a nice firm mashie
shot, but on this day’s demanding, Al-
bert said, a little more punch. Thedis-
tance was 110 yards and it was rather
surprising to us to note the very slight
lifference in the time of the mashieshots
as compared with the tee shots. I append

iy, results of our notes as to six mashie
Shots.

lhe Shots Distance Duration of Carry
On 112 yards 51/8 seconds
WO 110

-

«5 44/5 msChree 115306 54/5
Four 110.“ 51/5Five 112.» « 41/5
1x 110 os 61/5

After playing the first four of these
ae In his normal style, which was with
alr but not exaggerated loft, Albert

ntario
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eaid he would play a lower shot, with the

result indicated in No Five. The sixth

shot was played deliberately high, gv

ing a duration of 61/5 seconds

| venture to think that a comparison

of the two tables give above will occasion

some surprise Kew golfers would sup

pose that a golf ball flying 220 yards

would take only a fraction of 4 second

longer than a mashie shot pitched in the

ordinary way.~ Vompare No, 1 in each

fable. For example, 4 mashie shot of

112 yards eonsumned 81/9 seconds;

whereas a full drive with a carry of 220

vards was only 9/5 O17 8 second more.

Taking for eyanted, as { think we must,

if Professor Mait’s learned and conclu

sive researches
that the aerial flight of

proper!) constructed golf balls is char

acterized by underspin, 1 16 evident that

{he underspin 18 4 ball despatched by a

dyiver or brassie must be very much

move rapid than the underspin of a prop

erly played mashie shot It is a common

supposition with many golfers that the

mashie shot possesses underspin 10 the

highest possible degree and that with a

niblick 31t 38 still greater. This view 18

quite erroneous The longer the flight

the more rapid: 1s the underspip The

shorter the flight, the less rapid the un

derspin. In fact, 50 sluggish is the un

derspin in, let us say, a half shot with a

mashie, that it 1s quite perceptible to the

naked eye Underspin, be 1 understood,

is the soul of golf, It 1s the characters

tie of all good flight in golf balls. It

should also be understood, and much in

correct speech and writing should be

corrected accordingly, that topsp1) spoils

al} aerial flight A. hall, afflicted with

topspin, immediately gcuttles. If condi

tions are favorable 1 degenerates into a

roll along the ground. In the putt there

is, of course, neither underspin nor top

spin; the ball is merely rolled; but there

are various ways of impacting the ball,

hands in front or behind the ball, at,

above, or below the centre of the mass.

Coming back against the wind, which

showed the usual tendency to climb up

still blew strongly, Albert’s first shot

against the wind, and, accordingly there

was a relatively increased duration of

carry. This shot had a carry of 155

yards with a duration of 7 seconds, which
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showed clearly the retarding influence o1

the wind. The gecond shot had a carry

of 163 yards, with a diminished duration

of 53% seconds. It was both lower 1n

flight and switter. Albert now buekled

himself for a mighty and eareful effort

and succeeded in despatching a beaut)

with a carrying flight of 172 yards and

a duration of 7 seconds; This was an ex

eeedingly heautiful shot to witness, as 11

mounted up against the wind, hanging

at the top of its flight perceptibly befor

it fell. Another lower shot had a carr

of only 51/5 seconds, The difficulty o!

controlling shots against the wind tray

elling in the neighborhood of 25 miles al

hour was thus clearly illustrated, On

the other hand, 11 would appear that

when balls against the wind are perfect!

struck, as in the case of the third and

fourth shots above deseribed, the dura

tion does not greatly differ from the goo

shot down wind. The perfect tee shot

according to my observations, would thu

seem to have a carrying flight of abou

53/5 seconds, and it would really see)

that the difference in duration of ear!

hetween all full shots, whether wit!

driver, iron or mashie, is only fraction:

when they are well struck. When tI

distance 18 less the underspin is slowe)

when greater, more rapid ; the time, ho

ever, about equal. This I took to be 1!

most striking feature of our experimen

that a mashie shot eovering half t!

distance of a drive took practically ju

as much time to fulfill its flight.

An old chanty or sea-8ong had the }

fyain as sailor-men used to heave at )

windlass :

Similarly should the golfer alwa

give his stricken ball sufficient time

come down and let him pause at the fi

ish of his follow-through and enjoy !}

own statuesque poise as he watches t!

descent of the ball. Golf Mustrated,

 


